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Chavannes, Edouard, Les documents chinois découverts par
Aurel Stein dans les sables du Turkestan Oriental, Oxford,
1913.
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Early Chinese Epigraphy and Palaeography in Japan and “Seiiki Koko
Zufu (Illustrated Archaeology of Central Asia)”

Akio Katayama®

Around the end of the Qing dynasty in China, Chinese and non-Chinese scriptures, documents, and
wooden tablets excavated in Xinjiang (Western Region), and similar materials discovered in Dunhuang
had been well known. Even before that, there were public and private stone inscriptions, their rubbings
and texts, and epigraphical materials such as excavated epitaphs, and studies on those materials.

It was the three Otani expeditions lead by Kozui Otani (1876-1948) of Nishi Hongwanji between 1902 and
1914 that obtained various relics and historical materials in Xinjiang and brought back them to Japan.
During these expeditions, Kozui Otani has excavated inscriptions in the Beijing and Xi'an areas in China,
and has also obtained rubbings. The Atlas of “Illustrated Archaeology of Central Asia” (1915) includes
Buddhist artifacts such as Xinjiang mural paintings and Indian collections, but there are also historical
documents and inscriptions obtained and partly once exhibited.

It is difficult to assume that the Otani's interest in these materials was influenced by the scholars of
Buddhist history and Chinese history. The name of Meikaku Kusakabe (1838-1922), one of the “Three
Great Calligraphers of the Meiji era”, was pointed out only once as a teacher of Kozui Otani during his
childhood in Tokyo. Kusakabe, together with Sekka Matsuda and Ichiroku Iwaya, interacted closely with
the well-learned Chinese scholar Yang Shoujing (1839-1915), who stayed in Japan, studied and discussed
on the epigraphical rubbings brought with Yang himself. It is considered that the study and discussion in
this period affected Otani through Kusakabe.

The writer of the 20 characters of clerical scripts as seen in the inside cover page of the above-mentioned
“Tllustrated Archaeology of Central Asia” (book title and other informations) has never been pointed
out. But comparing those scripts with Kusakabe's clerical scripts in the “Honoring Inscription of Ginko
Kishida” and “Corpus of Meikaku [Kusakabe]'s clerical scripts’, it is thought that those were written by

Kusakabe. We can see the fact that Kusakabe mentioned the name of Kozui Otani in another book.

*Tokai University
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