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Yokohama Chinatown, 160 years history
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12 Nihon Odori, Naka-ku, Yokohama, Japan 231-0021
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recess (28 December 2021 to 3 January 2022) ,
6 May, and 8-9 April 2021.

Admission ¥200 for adults
¥100 for primary and Junior high school students,
and city residents 65 years old and above
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Anrakuen and Daitokudo
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1 BROANUE 1935FME #EHELEREREGE-REH
Fig. 1 The Luo Family in their Chinese restaurant, Anrakuen, around 1935.
Courtesy of City of Yokohama Municipal Archives Reference Room, donated by Maekawa Joji

2 REETEOLNTWAES - REBE - BE TXEXRFE - WEHBERNENER
BEBRIEFELARNST DT T DEDHHD, ERIEREPREICABRGEEDOPERDEDIFEBER.
B PREFARRGEMADEDIFBRER, MHEDER 144 cm

Fig.2 Around table, tableware, and a folding screen used in Anrakuen.
Courtesy of Yokohama Archives of History, donated by Anraku Fumi. D. 144 cm (table)
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- N o Courtesy of Yokohama Archives of History,
BUCBTEA. B&OET DB REHK donated by Anraku Fumi.  W.27.5cm
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Fig. 4 Chinese traditional tool for cutting herbs used
in Daitokudo. W.40cm
Courtesy of Yokohama Archives of History, donated
by Fushimi Touhou.
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Two famous shops in Yokohama Chinatown with
almost a century of history closed in the early 2010s:
Anrakuen, a Chinese restaurant, and Daitokudo, a
Chinese druggist. Anrakuen was founded by Luo
Zuochen,whowasborninGaoming,Guandong,China
in 1862.When he wasaroundthe age of 16, he came to
Yokohama and started to work at a trading company
of his elder brother. In 1903, he established his own
trading company, Gong An Tai in Chinatown. Twenty
years later, the Great Kanto Earthquake hit Yokohama
anddestroyedLuo’scompanyandhishouse.However,
he challenged to start a new business, the Chinese
restaurant Anrakuen in 1924, the next year of the
earthquake.

Figure 1 is a photograph of Luo family taken in
Anrakuen around 1935. The third person from the
rightisLuoZuochen,andthewomanwearingkimono
isLuo’s Japanese wife, Watanabe Cho. Their son, Luo
Xiaoming, sitting on the left end, succeeded in this

restaurant after his father passed away.
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Fig. 5 Fushimi Siyu in his shop,

Daitokudo in Aug. 2005.
Photo by ITO Izumi.

Daitokudo was a famous Chinese druggist and
trading company, said to be established in 1867.
Liang Guanguang came to Yokohamafrom Gaoming
in Guandong, China, just after the Great Kanto
earthquake in 1923. Luo Zuochen introduced him to
work at this shop. Both Luo and Liang came from the
same prefecture in Guandong and Luo was taking
care of people who came from his home town. Liang
Guanguang succeeded Daitokudo in 1941.

On 29th May of 1945, the central part of the city of
Yokohama was heavily destroyed by the air attack
of the US Air force. Anrakuen and Daitokudo were
burnt to ash. Liang Guanguang and Luo Kaoming
did not give up, however, and they revived their
shops on the burnt ground. Their shops continued
until the early 2010s since then. When these shops
were closed, the Luo family and the Liang family
both donated various items concerning their shops
to the Yokohama Archives of History. We are so
happy to exhibit these items and introduce their

history at our special exhibition.
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The YMEAC Collection
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Luster Star-Shaped Tile with a Seated Human Figure TTEZ#F TAKEDA Tamako
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One would imagine the shape of tiles to be
square; however, in the Islamic world, shapes
such as stars and crosses were also extensive-
ly used. Tiles have been a major element
of Islamic architecture since the 9th century. |
in Iran and Anatolia from the 12th to the 14th
century, the walls inside the buildings were
decorated with combinations of various
shapes and sizes of tiles; for example, eight
pointed star with crosses (fig. 1) and six-pointed
with hexagons.

This tile in the main picture is an eight-
pointed star shape decorated with over-
glaze-luster painting. The surface is covered
with glaze and painted, with no glaze on
the back. In the center of the tile, the seated
human figure has a round face, sleepy eyes,
and a small mouth. He is wearing a long
flowing garment with dots, a tight cap, and
holdingsomethingin hislefthand. The back-
ground has a vine pattern. At this time, it is
not known what the figure is doing.

Itisevidentthatsuch tilesshowinghuman
figures were used in secular rather than
religious buildings.
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Hunters of the Northern Sea: Ancient Okhotsk culture (Provisional title)
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