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Chinese Ceramics from

the Professors’ Choice Collections
5000 Years of Beauty and Technique

20194 1H19H () ~3A31H (A)
Saturday 19 January to Sunday 31 March 2019
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Thematic Exhibition Gallery

Admission : ¥300 for Adults,

¥150 for primary and junior high school students
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Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures

T231-0021 tEEHRHFRAARKET2
Tel. 045-663-2424 Fax. 045-663-2453
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12 Nihon Odori, Naka-ku, Yokohama, Japan 231-0021
Tel. 045-663-2424 Fax. 045-663-2453

Hours 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
(Admission until 4:30 p.m.)
Open until 7:00 p.m.: 22 December 2018, and 9 March 2019.
(Admission until 6:30 p.m.)

Closed Mondays (except Holidays), Year-end/New Year's
recess (28 December to 3 January), and 17- 18
January, 2019. 144

Admission ¥200 for adults 4Ny
¥100 for primary and junior high school stuqepﬁ"
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Sancai (three-color-glazed) Camel and Groom
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Vase with Four Handles Decorated with
Dragon-Phoenix Design Painted in Iron Black
on White Slipped Body
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Painted Pottery Bowl
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Three Chinese ceramics introduced in Art Watching
are on display for the YMEAC special exhibition

b‘k ] ‘i‘lﬁ “Chinese Ceramics from the Professors’ Choice

) Collections: 5000 Years of Beauty and Technique.”
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Sancai (three-color-glazed) Camel and Groom
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TEHKF SHIMONO Akiko

(RMEXEE RN\ XSMEEEMIEE  Researcher, Aizu Museum, Waseda University)
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These are clay figures of a camel lifting
its head to grunt, and a groom leading the
animal. Although it is unknown whether the
pair was originally a set, it was one of the
gems purchased in the early Showa period
by Aizu Yaichi (1881-1956), who was a pro-
fessor at Waseda University at the time.
The slanted eyes, large up-turned nose,
high cheekbones, and angular jaw were
typical facial features of a non-Chinese
ethnic group. During the Tang period, Per-
sians, Sogdians, and others led caravans
of cargo bearing camels from one city to
another along the Silk Road. This piece
suggests the splendor of the Tang dynasty
culture where the land was full of people
of different nationalities and exotic items.

Sancai =¥ or the three-color-glaze is a
method of decorating ceramics where
glazes in colors such as white, green, and
brown are drizzled over the bare surface.
The so-called “Tang sancai ” were manu-
factured during the Tang dynasty from the
end of the 7th century through the first
half of the 8th century. Because the major-
ity of them are excavated from the tombs
of aristocrats buried around Chang’ an and
Luoyang, they are thought to have been
created as mingqi BA#= that were dedicated
to the deceased, rather than for everyday
use. The body of this camel is covered with
brown glaze except for the hump, the
head, the long hair on the throat, and the
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BB =68.1cm

BT =61.3cm

BREAFER/\—LXEWE (FFEN\—3LI¥aY)
China, Tang dynasty, 7th-8th century

Camel H.68.1cm

Groom H.61.3cm

Aizu Yaichi Collection, Aizu Museum, Waseda University

hoofs. The rug on the back is colored with
brown and green glazes. As for the groom,
his jacket and boots are for the most

part colored with brown glaze with
some green in parts. The green
color in the opened collar area
accentuates the piece. The hat,
face, and the hands were left

unglazed, and were colored
after the firing. Although most
of these pigments have flaked
off, slight traces suggest that
the skin was colored pale

pink, the eyes and the hat

black, and the mouth red.
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Vase with Four Handles Decorated with Dragon-Phoenix Design
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Painted in Iron Black on White Slipped Body
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(PRAXFEEEN\—CXEMEEEMIEE  Researcher, Aizu Museum, Waseda University)
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China, Yuan dynasty, 14th century, Cizhou ware

H.49.0 cm

Tomioka Shigenori Collection, Aizu Museum, Waseda University

This is a Cizhou /M ware vase with a
beautiful contrast of black and white
colors. A short neck sits on the full body
with a foot ring underneath. The small lip
is encircled with four handles known as
“sasamimi ¥ E (bamboo leaf ears)” that
flare back out from the neck like flower
petals. Each “ear” is embossed with an
image of a four-petaled flower. The base is
covered with white slip, and a dragon and a
phoenix with cloud patterns in the back-
ground are painted in bold black strokes.
Details such as the facial features, scales,
feathers, and the swirls of the clouds are
depicted using the scratching technique,
and the rough and yet dynamic design is
typical of Yuan. The piece was fired after
covering the lower half with iron glaze,
and the entire piece in transparent
overglaze. However, some part of
the transparent glaze did not
melt completely and retains
its cream color.

The term “Cizhou ware”
originally referred to the
kilns in Cixian #& in
the Hebei province,
and the ceramic
pieces created in
this area. However,
similar pieces cov-
ered with white slip
that were created
in different parts
of northern China
are generally
referred to as
Cizhou ware as
well. Cizhou ware
was manufactured

from the end of the Five Dynasties period
to the modern era. Many decorative tech-
niques were invented for this type of
ceramics, including iron painting that used
iron pigments for patterns, method where
the pieces were covered completely in
white, scratching technique where the
white slip was shaved off to create pat-
terns, and three-colored glaze, overglaze
enamels.
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Lunar New Year in Yokohama Chinatown
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Fig. 1 Guide Book of Yokohama, 1913.

Owned by the Yokohama Archives of History

X2 FHOEKBEBRTOMFE 2018528 REIMARIER
Fig. 2 Lion Dance at Yokohama Mazu Miao in the Lunar New Year Festival in February 2018.
Photograph by MINAI Katsuyo

Yokohama has a delightful custom of
celebrating double New Years. One is the
Japanese New Year Oshogatsu, the other is
the Lunar New Year Festival in Chinatown
traditionally celebrated by Chinese people.

As for the Chinese living in Yokohama,
they originally celebrated Lunar New Year.

Fig. 1 is one of the pages of the guide
book of Yokohama published in 1913,
which lists annual events in Yokohama: “The
first visit to Iseyama Shrine in January,”
“Yokohama Port Opening Anniversary,”
“America’s Independence Day in July,” and
“Chinese Lunar New Year in February,” This
book indicates that Chinese Lunar New
Year was recognized as a popular festival
among not only Chinese but also Japanese
citizens in Yokohama in those days.

The custom of celebrating the Chinese
Lunar New Year was gradually Japanized by
the Chinese people living in Yokohama. This
happened due to the long period of time
they lived in Yokohama and the fact that
travel became difficult after World War Il
Most of them started celebrating the New
Year following the western calendar.

In February 1986, Yokohama Chinatown
Development Association held the first
Lunar New Year Festival. They aimed to
revive traditional Chinese New Years and to
attract tourists to visit Chinatown during
the winter off season. Since then this
festival has been held every year and again
become a very popular annual event in
Yokohama. The day of the Lunar New Year
of 2019 is the 5th of February.
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Photo Exhibition “The Lunar New Year
Festival in Yokohama Chinatown”
Photographs by MINAI Katsuyo
Saturday 19 January to Sunday 31 March 2019
1F Gallery

Admission Free
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Chinese Women’s Traditional Attire

China

20th century

Donated by the Cantonese Club, Yokohama

ZO&ERNE. 715 (TNews from EurAsiajNo.29) T&#L<
THRNLTVEY,

(RS | YMEAC-18-0007~0013 |
DARNFRIVOREEEE

R B H

it | W m— e+ »

#th H VARNFRYY, OVF
HiEE THERT

o378
YRNFRZ Y
20142

Dish
Uzbekistan
20th century
Donated by UTSUNOMIYA Reiko
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19th century
Donated by UTSUNOMIYA Reiko
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Aizu Museum’s 20th and YMEAC’s 15th Anniversary Exhibition

Chinese Ceramics from the Professors’ Choice Collections: 5000 Years of Beauty and Technique
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Saturday 19 January to Sunday 31 March 2019
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