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Islamic Oil Lamp
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This is an oil lamp used in the Islamic world. It
looks like a teapot, though it is a lighting tool.
Qil is poured into the hole at the top of the con-
tainer, and a wick is placed on the beak that
stretches straight.

The body of the container is continuously
engraved with a circular shape. In contrast to
the beak’ s angular form, there is a beautiful leaf
-shaped decoration connected to the handle,
with two birds turning their necks. The exterior

and interior are covered by a green glaze.
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Inside, a glassy film prevents the oil from soak-
ing into the clay. The light is reflected on the
glazed surface, and the exterior of the lamp
would shine, even in the darkness.

The appearance of the first lamp mainly made
of clay around Iraq and Iran was about 7500
years ago. Such colorful glazed lamps became
widely available in West Asia after Islam, which
was originated by Muhammad in the 7th century,
spread to many areas.
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S This work is on display for the YMEAC special exhibition
“Enchanted by Oil Lamps.”
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Owned by Tomoo Nakayama
(Nakayama Collection)
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“Japanese Lamps”
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Excavated metal strikers
top) Kachidabara site (Tsuzuki-ku)

Japan, Nara-Heian Period W. 17 cm

bottom) Site of former Nagasawa house (Tsuzuki-ku)

Japan, Muromachi Period W.8 cm
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. Excavated earthenware vessels

Gontappara site (Tsuzuki-ku)
Japan, Nara-Heian Period 4.
Left:D.11.7 cm

. Stone cresset

Japan, Edo Period-Meiji Period
D.16.5cm

. Lampstand

Japan, Edo Period
H.20.7 cm

. Framed paper lantern

Japan, Edo Period
H.70 cm

The YMEAC exhibition “Enchanted by Oil
Lamps” will also showcase “Japanese
Lamps” dating from ancient times through
the Edo period prior to the emergence of
gas and electric lights. The exhibits will
be selected from the 7Tékagu (lighting
equipment) Collection (Yokohama City
designated cultural properties).

Early references to fire starters and
lighting can be found in Japanese
mythology. In Japanese history, the
imperial court had shudenryé, or a
bureau in charge of lighting devices such
as oil lamps and pine torches. Excavations
in Yokohama have yielded ritual saucer
lamps and metal strikers from ancient
sites.

As source for fuel, plant-based oils of
sesame and perilla seeds were used in the
medieval times, while rapeseed oil
became dominant during the Edo period.
Lampstands to hold oil-filled vessels also
developed, ranging from early portable
andon, along with the collapsible
chéchin , to standing andon for interior

illumination as well as hanging types
for the exterior. In the Edo period,
hybésoku lampstands with a hole or
protrusion to hold a wick appeared in
various shapes, replacing the earlier
saucer type. Candles as solid fuel are
considered to have originally been
introduced to Japan along with
Buddhism. In the 16th century,
wardsoku, or Japanese candles, made
from plant wax of haze tree instead of
beeswax began to be produced.
Candles were used with candlesticks
and chéchin.

English abstract by Yasuko Fukuhara
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Carpet
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Makariou, Sophie, ed. /sfamic Art at the Musée du
Louvre. Hazan: Paris, 2012

The design of this silk-pile carpet—a large
medallion in the center of the field
surrounded by borders, all filled with
flowers —evokes what Ottoman court
illuminators would provide for tile and textile
artisans from the 16th century on. The
choice of floral motifs clearly reflects the
Ottomans’ love of tulips, carnations, and
hyacinths which abounded in their gardens.

In West Asia, carpets are more than floor
coverings. The legendary Sasanian carpet
which became the model for subsequent
garden carpets was the immense “Khosrow’s
Spring” which Arabian historical annals
record that it “brought the splendor of
spring to the king’s palace and made him
forget winter.” West Asian carpets have
always attracted us with exotic fantasies
such as “flying magic carpets” which can be
traced back to Persian mystical literature.

FBUSTILR) 18 (R iER)

B3 (?) 171~ 20 AT+

288 cm %189 cm

Silk (knotted pile), cotton (warp and weft)

Turkey (?), late 17th century to early 20th century
H.288cm W.189 cm
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Ancient Mirrors in YMEAC: Recent Additions
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In December 2017, Mr. Hiromi Hayashi
deposited seven bronze mirrors with the
Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures.

Five of them are ancient Chinese bronze
mirrors cast during the late Eastern Han
dynasty and the Three Kingdoms period.
[Mabuchi 2017]

The other two are fragments from two
triangular rimmed mirrors with divinities and
divines made of one mold or based on one
model. One of the fragments can be
attached to another fragment of the mirror
belonging to the Kyoto University Museum
collection, which is considered to have been
excavated from the site at Ashikita,
Kumamoto, Japan. [Morishita 2013]

(>2mk)

BH—@2017 "MRC KB EROHER MER1—
Y7 XILEREIHESS. 13~ 26H. O#K1.
(Mabuchi, K., 2017. “The Introduction of Newly
Discovered Dated Mirrors from Hayashi Hiromi’ s
Collection,” Bulletin of the Yokohama Museum of
EurAsian Cultures, No.5, pp. 13-26, pl. 1.)
HTEA2013MHCERBE=AKRGRE S GEILEBE
T8 MRSV FXLEREIF 15, 37~42H,
O# 3, (Morishita, S., 2013. “The Study of the
Fragments of the Triangular Rimmed Mirrors with
Divinities and Divines = £ #&## &k # in the Collection of
Mr. Hiromi Hayashi,” Bulletin of the Yokohama Museum
of EurAsian Cultures, No.1, pp. 37-42, PI. 3.)
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Z15.0cm. EE2749g ®16.5cm, EE472¢g
Mirror Mirror

China China

Eastern Han dynasty Three Kingdoms (Wei)

Bronze Bronze
Diameter 15.0 cm, Weight 274 g Diameter 16.5 cm, Weight 472 g
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BEXRTE (167) BERR24F (219) =@ BXkR24F (259) EIREA
®122cm, EE4169g ZE121cm, EE2719g ®126cm, EE328¢g £224cm

Mirror Mirror Mirror Mirror fragments
China China China Kumamoto, Japan?
Eastern Han dynasty — Eastern Han dynasty Three Kingdoms (Wu) Kofun period
Bronze Bronze Bronze Bronze

Diameter 12.2 cm, Weight 416 g Diameter 12.1 cm, Weight 271 g Diameter 12.6 cm, Weight 328 g Diameter 22.4 cm
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Saturday 20 January to Sunday 1 April 2018
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