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Hmong Village

Courtesy by the Nanzan University Museum of Anthropology
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Garment of lu Mien Woman
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Mirai Line. R L
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Garment of [u Mien Woman
Bl Tei Hatakeyama

EHOARBRICHRVWERDR YR DN %
¥, XORWEETY, MBDAY Y b i
ICHEFRWERDENRZAET, flERELE
WotehLicy Qw7 RISV FEDTFRICZD L
EEEbt. REDHIEEHmHZDH. =T
YO EDGHIBRETT, BEiciE. Vi
DRIFBEDH BT —/I\>EEBEZET, RFEEFD
AALEEHDT, BWRERUKLSBHWRER
LW, REEEAIIFEAEEVDERNRVIE
BORIULAZELET,

STIVOEEIE. BOKRIZFEZELHDD,
IREBMEZFTDI Y TIIREDTT, TERDR|
mMICEEEDEDDARIMEDNETH. MH L
RIFICEEDA VI MMEINSL, ZHZFHE
D EFICENWTUERV., BEEOILORTH S
EVPYRDAZ7IIBREELRTZESL
DHIBRAREIRTY, LML, MiZERZESH
FROFE>TVWBZONDMNDET,

BORYRVICENZIAICIE. RIEHI M
INTWEYT, BIfllI&EHOICERZERIES
n. EO®3ICiE. FROWHED/NAEV T ERIE
ZMEULCAGNRIE T, AiZEH2DIE. /I
SRR DIREDRY > T, AUy D LR
CHULSDNIZERODEDLEBICIE. AEED
INEBRE—XPMEDNTWET, EhbFICD
FTWTIRHIFEAETMAED NS Z EDRVWERD
TY, BIfcBWEZBITRZIDIFRVWEL»
o BAANICHBULZEEFNBANEE A

RILKRFE ANRF Bt
By Courtesy of the Nanzan University
Museum of Anthropology

This garment was collected from an lu
Mien village in North Thailand between
1969 and 1974. The lu Mien are one of the
hill tribes of Thailand who live in the
mountain region and practice
slash-and-burn farming, felling virgin
forest to plant crops and raise livestock.
This garment was made of indigo dyed
cotton and decorated with a long pompom
made of red woolen yarn. It is a typical
example of the traditional costume of lu
Mien women, which includes such
garments, as well as embroidered trousers,
sashes and turbans.

At a first glance, red and dark blue
colors can be seen in this garment.
However, there is colorful and delicate
embroidery work under the red pompom.
The button with which the collar is
fastened is a small silver ball. The ends of
the slits on both sides of the garment are
decorated with small tassels made with red
woolen yarn and white and black beads.

Decorating inconspicuous parts of their
garments reflects the lu Mien aesthetic
sense and embodies their cultural
heritage. This is something in common
with the Japanese aesthetic sense.
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Cotton, Woolen Yarn,
Embroidery

L.139cm

Owned by

the Nanzan University
Museum of Anthropology
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Iran Islamic Period
H.42.4cm W.20.4 cm

This is a bookrest used in the Islamic
world to hold books, for example, the
Qur’an.

The form is in shape of the letter “X.” We
can put a book on the shape of the letter
“V.” It is convenient for us to carry it,
because it can be folded up. It is made of
only one hollowed out wooden board. The
metal hinge is never used.

The decoration of the surface is
gorgeous. It is decorated with engraving,
shell inlays, and coloring. It has patterns of
plants and flowers and geometric shapes.
However, some shell inlay has partially
disappeared. The foot of each board
seems to have been cut off, because the
decoration of the lower part ends
imperfectly.

Visiting mosques in Islamic countries,
we can still see such bookrests in use
today.
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The YMEAC Collection
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#£12.2cm #12.8cm E2.3cm
Gau

Silver and turquoises

H.12.2cm W.12.8cm D.2.3cm

BEBEF Yasuko Fukuhara
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#€154cm #11.5cm [E52cm
Ga'u

Copper and brass

H.154cm W.11.5cm D.5.2cm

Here are two examples of gat from the Egami
Collection, which are distinctly Tibetan in religious
and decorative features.! The left one is for
women, and the right for men. Ga'us are small
amulet boxes with a meticulously ornamented lid
that fits over a plain base.

Our women's ga'u is a partly scalloped hexagon,
but the shape differs between regions from
circular to polygonal with four, six, or eight sides.
It would be hung as a pendant to a necklace of
semiprecious stones put through the cylindrical
loop, and worn at the time of dance festivity.? The
cover is made of silver and the front is decorated
with elaborate filigree wire and inlaid turquoises.

As an amulet, it would have contained such items
as printed or drawn charms to ward off
misfortune. It functions both as an item of jewelry
and amulet.

The men's gau is a portable shrine. It is made of
copper alloy. The cover fits over the plain base
which is detachable to accommodate sacred
objects —holy pills prepared by lamas, sacred
relics, small paintings, and small molded images of
deities, all carefully wrapped in cloth—inside to
protect the wearer. An openwork glass window on
the front usually reveals the sacred figure. The
front has brass repoussé design of eight
auspicious Buddhist symbols (Endless Knot,
Wheel of Law, Banner, Parasol, Lotus, Vase, Conch
Shell, and Golden Fishes), and the protective
monster mask Kirtimukha below. Such shrine-type
ga'uboxes were worn suspended on a strap over
shoulder or around the waist when traveling. Its
flat bottom also allows it to be placed and
worshipped on a shelf as part of a shrine.

Museums in Europe and North America have
well-known collections of gau, including those
from the early 20th-century expeditions in Tibet.?

1. The term Tibet or Tibetan herein refers to the
Himalayan region where Tibetan people live.

2. Tosaku Hattori, “Gau as a Holy Symbol in Tibetan Arts
and Crafts” Kobe University Bulletin, 2004

3. The British Museum, the Victoria & Albert Museum,
the Rubin Museum of Art, and the Koelz Collection,
Museum of Anthropology, University of Michigan are
known for their gau collections. In Japan the first
comprehensive exhibition of Tibetan culture was “Tibet:
Treasures from the Roof of the World” organized in
2009 by the Kyushu National Museum.
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Stamp Hoseikyo mirror
lllustration by Suekichi Akaba (Biennial of lllustration Bratislava)  Iran
Slovakia 1981 3rd-7th century.
Donated by Yoko Shimizu Donated by Yasushi Egami
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(Fan with calligraphy and painting) Khitan Scripts (Rubbing)
China China
18th-19th century Carved in Liao dynasty

Donated by Mitsuko Egami Donated by Tatsuo Nakami
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Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures Handbook
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This Handbook, with complete English text and
fully polychrome plates, introduces major objects
from the Egami Collection of the Museum according
to the themes “Across Deserts and Grasslands,”
“Color and Shape,” “Technique,” “Adornment,” and
“Word and Image.”
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Henry Schliemann’s Manuscripts on Japan 1865
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a2
”ﬁ—:j‘f _ﬁl ,{‘ F 1:1.[_1 This pub'lication' is a Japanese translations of
Henry Schliemann’s diaries (in French and English)
T kept during his 1865 sojourn in Japan. The first of
M- ¥ i Aty its kind, the book not only translates but also
“revives” Schliemann’s impressions of the beautiful
land and people of Japan through photographs
and ukiyoe artworks which are contemporaneous

with his visit.
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FilFYER—LR—YZEILETW,
http://www.eurasia.city.yokohama.jp/shop/publications.html

-

News from EurAsia No.27 9



iER 3F

HA - A BERF 13008 5FRe &

74 - DR Z{12T1969~1974

“Life in the Mountains of Thailand 1969-1974”
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Settlement Dynamics in the Bukhara Oasis and its Implication on Silk Road
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Dr. Rocco Rante

(Archaeologist, Louvre Museum, Department of Islamic Art)
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Welcome to the Mongolian Ger!
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