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territory in Qingdao as a trade and military
base and rapidly transformed the small
fishing village into a large German-style
city. In Tianjin the French in their
concession built such Art-Deco
architecture as the French Club. In 1932
Japanese founded the puppet state of
Manchukuo, where all of the government
office buildings in the new capital were
topped with Japanese-style tiled roof.
Harbin which borders Russia in the north
has St. Sophia Cathedral, the former
Russian Orthodox Church built by Imperial
Russia.

Chinese people today are showing
growing interest in the preservation of
such modern architecture from the times
of foreign concessions predating the
founding of the People’ s Republic of China
(1949) as part of their own cultural
heritage.

English abstract by Yasuko Fukuhara
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top) Park Hotel, Shanghai.

center) Xiangyihao Store, Beijing.

bottom) Former Manchukuo Ministry of Justice, Changchun.
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German Legacy in Qingdao’s Modern Architecture
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EEMHEMME  City of Qingdao, Shandong.
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German architecture from the turn-of-
the-century concession times still defines
the face of Qingdao, one of the cities
photographed by Akihisa Masuda. The
German-leased territory of Qingdao became
fully equipped with infrastructure,
government buildings, schools, and
churches in German architectural style, a
typical heritage of which is the former
official residence of German Governor
General constructed in 1907 (the present
Guest House). Done in the Jugendstil style
then prevalent in Germany, and accentuated
by the rusticated masonry—the distinct
feature of German architecture in
Qingdao—the overall impression it imparts
is quite picturesque.

Yusuke Aoki (Chief Researcher, Museum of Yokohama
Urban History)
English Abstract by Yasuko Fukuhara

[BRAVHEEER (38 - EEE) S8 Exterior, Former Residence of German Governor General.
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Main Hall, Former Residence of German Governor
General.
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Turquoise Glazed Pitcher with Animal Head
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This pitcher with the head of an animal is
unique. It is not clear what type of animal,
but there are eyes and two horns on the
head, and the mouth part is designed as a
spout. It has a wide handle, and we can
see a projecting triangle which seems to
be the remains of the finger rest. The
whole of the pitcher is covered by a glaze
of vivid turquoise, and there are small
cracks in the surface partially.

Such pottery was probably manufactured
in the Seljuk Period (1038-1194). In the
Middle East, a new technique of pottery
was developed. When quartz crystals and
glass powder were put into the clay, the
body of the pottery became white.
Previously a white slip was applied to it to
look like white clay, as | mentioned in the
preceding journal (News from EurAsia
no.23, 24). Also, the change of the clay of
the body could make new colors for
example, bright blue and turquoise.

Although we know this is a pitcher, it is
still unclear what people put in it, in those
days.
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The YMEAC Collection:

Recent Additions
[April 2016 to January 2017]
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Bronze Mirror

China. Xin dynasty.

1st century C.E.

Donated by Hiromi Hayashi
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Oil Lamps

Eastern Mediterranean
4th-6th centuries C.E.
Donated by Kahoru Wakabayashi
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“The Legacy of Modern Architecture in Asia: Shanghai, Qingdao, Beijing, Dalian, and Changchun”
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