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Glorious Port City Manila: through the Archaeological Excavations
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Fragment from Layla and Majnun
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Layla and Majnun is a narrative poem composed
by the renowned Persian poet Nizami Ganjavi

(1141?-12097) based on ancient Arabian romance. This

fragment (exhibited Fall 2015) depicts the scene where
Majnun, driven “crazy” due to his unrequited love for
Layla, receives wealthy visitors from Baghdad who wish
to save him from his reclusive life in the wilderness.
But the emaciated youth, with a determined look on his
face, turns down the proposal of the gentlemen, whose
earnest concern is shown in their posture. The artist is
a virtuoso in the representation of human psychology
and the delineation of delicate forms. This work
belongs to a less-known category of Islamic-Persian
miniatures, namely, monochrome drawings, which have
a greater realism than the heavily colored paintings.
A handful of such examples are known in the Western

collections.
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Ink, transparent watercolor, and gold on paper
Iran, 17th century or later
H.8.6cm W.14.5cm
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Bowl with Multi-Color Glazes and Incised Decoration
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From the Permanent
Exhibition

TTHZRMF Tamako Takeda

This bowl with green and brown decoration bears
aresemblance to Tang Chinese sancai wares, but it
was manufactured in Iran between the 10th and
11th centuries.

The clay used for this piece is brown, but white
slip has been added to both the inside and outside
of it to hide its original color. The leaf and spiral
designs were scratched into the interior of the bowl
before the green and brown glazes were applied;
and finally, a transparent glaze was spread over the
inside of it.

With the bowl being stood upright in the firing
stage, the glaze flowed from the top to the bottom,
where the green glaze collected thick. The traces
where glazes melted and flowed out were
accidental, but they gave an artistic expression to
this bowl.

Such pottery with multi-color glazes has been
unearthed in Iraqg, Egypt, Central Asia and Iran.
However, this particular piece with its incised
design is uniquely representative of Iran.
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10th-11th century
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Glorious Port City Manila: through the Archaeological Excavations
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Saturday 30 January to Sunday 3 April 2016
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Excavation at the San Diego wreck site
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Plate from the San Diego wreck site
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The 50th Anniversary of Sister City Relationship
between Yokohama and Manila
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Excavation in the Philippines: Photographs by Japanese Archaeologists
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Manila Metropolitan Cathedral-Basilica ~
Discovery of La-lo Shell Midden in 1971 ~ ecl,',l(gl-,g Photograph by Kazuhiko Tanaka EOFII(OOHI&
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