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Ancient Rock Arts on the Amur River Basin: A Sacred Place

of the Indigenous People, Sikachi Alyan
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Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures

T231-0021 #@EEMHFRAFKET2 12 Nihon Odori, Nakaku, Yokohama, Japan 231-0021
Tel. 045-663-2424 Fax. 045-663-2453 Tel. 045-663-2424 Fax. 045-663-2453
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Closed Mondays (except holidays) and year-end/New
Year's recess (28 Dec.to 4 Jan.), 29-30 Oct. 2015
and 29 Jan. 2016 (change of exhibition)
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Elk petroglyph on the rock at Sikach Alyan. Photograph by Akinori Ide
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Making a rubbing of the petroglyph. Photograph by the
author.
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XALETKER TSIcAENfcaREMN—
LA—=)VHOLHRIEDE#HF - PUvV,
ZHE. CORBEDHRADLBRIZDIEICHED
Flfco LML, BREBHSZDEVETRT S
HAERTIEF AZIYHOBEEIHPRIFTWET,
ZFIT, ZOHRICCDEEEERRUIAEA%E
W25&.2014F11B. EBEBFBOAF-7Uv
IAEDIWE LT,

MNMBOYAF-FIv2iFTo0nDETUT,
EEENTIEDBEVWEZFDE ICAFENTR
BRIE. BNCEBOBEHULLEEDLSICR
ZAFEU, EROEDNEVWZHHADESRIC
SOTRIESMULNRZY, BIcEMIMNMIcRLH
MBI, thORDEIFEOBEKICEZET,
LMWL, EZBEIZEVLTHRAZEDROH D &
BEROENZELELD, REBRRINER
TR EBDbhicitAAOREZHR N, e
DRFTHDIEDPARICHEDE L, BW
BERZA DI EDRBETHD., MICESL
WEWEDREDH D EHERTCETH U,

ZODFEEAZERBRLELDS. Q0 FHIICZ DA
ZRNANUVEEEADANY—I2&0T, 25F
REDTIN - - - o AR IT>NDEITED
FWTEHNT N TEEFEA. TEHINEL
BhEHIGNZEFEWVWZ, ZDOEETIHE
ZFEITZEICBO>TLERVWET, RIS
EORDSHETW->TCITILELTIHLRBLE
ICiE2TedDTUTe,

Sikachi Alyan, Khabarovsk krai, Russia, is one

of the most famous sites in Eurasia, owing to
the presence of ancient rock art. This site,
located along the Amur River has numerous
rocks with petroglyphs of animals and masks.

From the 19th century onwards, archaeologists
and ethnologists have referred to this site in
their publications.

In 1924, Ryuzo Torii, a pioneer of anthropology
in Japan, published two photographs of the
petroglyphs of Sikachi Alyan in his book, which
were thought to represent a reindeer and a
tiger. Torii had not visited Sikachi Alyan himself;
the photographs were given to him in
Khabarovsk in 1919. From the 1930s onwards,
A. P. Okladnikov investigated the rock art of this
site and considered the tiger to actually repre-
sent an elk.

The Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures
has planned an exhibition entitled, “Ancient
Rock Arts on the Amur River Basin: A Sacred
Place of the Indigenous People, Sikachi Alyan.”

In November 2014, the author visited Sikachi
Alyan with the aim of making a rubbing of the
petroglyph for this exhibition. The rubbing was
intended to represent this accurately, paying
due respect to Torii and Okladnikov. However,
owing to the onset of winter at Sikachi Alyan,
the rubbing froze and tore when peeled off from
the rock.
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Hindu Images on the Stone Pillars at Kaiyuansi Temple, Quanzhou

WEEDT FOL Y3y, iIcifcicmzsnic
BERoFhH S5, PFEEREARMNBETIICED
YRy —#HOWML LX) EBNALET,
INSOMKRIG. BRBHERMZFIND 1Y
READEMHRTH s &R ShTW
FUeH, BERADOHREITEFEFEEINT
Wa D%, mMRER NEEAEBSBH) TAR
BRERFER LW EAYROYIILEA
EOBDLOTY, EVEDLTOY T (H5
WEZFDFERR) O (12814F) BAY LA
L&D EERTIIILEOARE (RINENK
WEHEYER) X, 14 EROEE TR
BNy Ry —HBEFOAENTRTK
BlIcHELTWRZEP, BATFAEEEDR
INSAFREYOETIEI2 ~13HIEDYI )L
A DR (BEPEORERS - AM) 285
TWBZERENS, BMBDLEIZH Y
IWEBADNRMITIRBE O L EBIELDDH o 12
ZENEDNET,

UTIBNI2ATFAEORMLDOERD
Fre. YA DOEHREZRRLTWET AN
FEOSHEENEEL, BV Ry —#5ED

fBEREF Yasuko Fukuhara

BEICERSIPRONDIENS, HITTOH
ERAN ALY UHREEDHDET,

1. BERHATECHICED DIFShIcDEI YV
FHZFDOA%ESIETHOARZE T,

2.HICETH-UYE (BRR) CKREIND S,
BHMEDOLICROE-THEZ Y )VaTt,

3 NTEINFRABLEORRBERD EICHEEER
30937,

4. Fv—X—ZELYaT14hEVWSEALR
T—lchENZ I aFERINTT—T,

BT ZiclzhENn, EDOEZE<EBIFT
TAVaAXBICBFTEBSRAVIVRS (R
bhicEAYRZI T2 L),

6. WBEOHYIFO—HEERBIDZNAZTF
(BhaREE), NEORYIFEFICRFHE
=XEk. EFICEiwEEER, Ihidmry
R, B ZIILATEL RS N2 XK.

7. ZPOBEIHEERLUTRAIT S WEEM
Xio BPEROBICEMANTDSNDEF o

8. ZIEOMFHARIM CEIS NI ERTHESR THFF
BRI . RERICAKDIEF LT H
nsiE. SUFEEITZIRERETHARS

nxd,.

These roundels recently added to the Egami

Collection of YMEAC are rubbings taken from
low-relief images on the stone pillars at the Kaiyu-
ansi temple, Quanzhou.* The South Indian citra-
khanda pillars with Hindu motifs, numerous Hindu
carvings unearthed in the city, their choice of archi-
tectural material and construction techniques echo-
ing the Tamil tradition, and the stone inscription
dated 1281 with a Tamil name as the donor of a
Shiva image (Quanzhou Maritime Museum), all
testify to the Tamil merchants’ active involvement in
the religious and artistic scenes of Quanzhou.

The Kaiyuansi pillar images added to our Collec-
tion are as described below, with an interesting
mixture of Hindu and Chinese themes and slight
misinterpretations of the former, which may be
ascribed to the hands of local Chinese sculptors
working for the Tamil patrons.
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China. Yuan. 13th-14th century.
D27.0cm

. Krishna, tied to a mortar by his mother who tried to

stop his pranks, pulls down a tree by dragging the
heavy mortar.

. Krishna dances over the poisonous snake Kaliya

which attempted to strangle him.

. Krishna awaits in a tree hiding the clothes of cowgirls

bathing in the river.

. Krishna and his brother Balarama fight hand to hand

with giant wrestlers.

. The elephant Gajendra (King Indradyumna under a

curse) being attacked by a crocodile holds up a
lotus and cries out to Vishnu for help.

. Bhairava (ferocious aspect of Shiva) with a serpent

and skullcup in his left two hands, and a drum and
trident in his right hands.

Phoenixes chasing each other in a circle, a motif
also seen in Liao and Song textile designs.

. Two lions playing with embroidered ball, a motif

which became popular during the Song dynasty.

*BITTFIC DV TR Y R Y N\—FMNBETFOL Y By —#E— I (BRI -5 7ML= 1—X 22,2015 F 3 B) 288,
For Kaiyuansi, see “Nrisimha: A Hindu Deity from Kaiyuansi Temple, Quanzhou,” News from EurAsia 22, March 2015.
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The YMEAC Collection:
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This fascinating pottery decorated by the
technique sgraffito (in Italian “to scratch” ) was
manufactured during the Seljuk period
(1038-1194) which ruled the medieval West Asia
(Iraq, Iran) and Central Asia.

Inside the bowl, there is a stylized Arabic
alphabet which looks like a bird with vines around
it. This design was made by scratching the
surrounding area through the white-slip to reveal
the red body beneath, applying green glaze, and
firing, which left the main motif with a lighter hue
of green than the background. Pottery of this type
is so-called Gabri ware mainly found in the Garrus
district of Kurdistan in northwestern Iran.

From the Permanent
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0173 cm 7.7 cm

Bowl with Sgraffito Design Covered with Green Glaze
Garrus, Northwestern Iran

11th-12th century
D. 173 cmH.7.7 cm
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The YMEAC Collection

. Recent Additions
o [April to July 2015]
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China. Eastern Han dynasty.
1st-2nd century.

Donated by Hiromi Hayashi
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Bamboo Basket
Sichuan, China. 1980s.
Donated by Takeshi Watabe

ZHATR (RA—H)
SAR 20tHER

Skirt

Laos. Late 20th century.
Donated by Junko Watabe
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Railway Tickets

From Beijing to Lhasa, China (2007). From Lanzhou
to Dunhuang, China (2010).

Donated by Seiji Sofukawa
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Dish, Bowl

Gijduvan, Uzbekistan. 2010s.

Donated by Abdullo Narzullaev
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Rishton, Uzbekistan. 2000s.

Donated by Yuhei Yokoyama
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Yungang Grottoes
Photograph by Mitsu Ishihara
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Traces of the Brush: From the Egami Collection with Recent Additions
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Ancient Rock Arts on the Amur River Basin: A Sacred Place of the Indigenous People, Sikachi Alyan
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Epitaph from Eastern Han Criminal Cemetery. China.
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A Glass Bottle with Cut Decoration from Fustat, Egypt
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Glass Bottle 10th-11th Century
Owned by Waseda University
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