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Studies on the Otani Expeditions in the 21st century
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Tuesday 7 October to Monday 3 November 2014
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Zero min. walk from Nihon Odori Sta.on the Minato Mirai Line.
10 min. walk from Kannai Sta.on the JR Line or Municipal Subway.

12 Nihon Odori, Nakaku, Yokohama,
Japan 231-0021
Tel. 045-663-2424 Fax. 045-663-2453

Hours 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
(Admission until 4:30 p.m.)

Closed Mondays and year-end
New Year's recess
(December 28 to January 3)

Admissions Adults: 200 yen
Children: 100 yen
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Glass Bottle with Cut Decoration from al-Fustat, Egypt
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Egypt. 10th -11th century. H. 17.5 cm. Owned by Waseda University

IZVTFPEVI L, VRV I —AVOEEDIAZRET Iy FO XD TERBFEIRES LW
Rz 7 b2 ROVFELrRETGTHLGVERCE T, =V 7 FOARBMFIHOEND XD ITh o720
101fLtE 0 & 141l O b £ 2 5 — K OIRHRTL 72,

W, Y7 CHEW ERGHEO Kbt e UTERLIBTA 7 AL - T, EFVVH
EHICHoTe O T 25T T 74 A7 — LEIMEM L 72 EZOMUEICEFR S NI, 77712k
V7 M ROBEHTL, 7AX— ik, BAEDO D A o lilgif. A —NF - b4 oIKITfiE ST 2N
vu YOI r LHITEAZ L Z5ITHTc ), BUERERE ZoTuwE T,

Speaking of Egypt, many people certainly recall ancient Egypt,

for example, the golden mask of Tutankhamen and the huge edifices

like the pyramids. But it was the Fatimid, Ayyubid, and Mamluk
dynasties during from the second half of the 10th century to
the 14th century, that the fame of Egypt came to spread
around the world.

In those days, al-Fustat was a prosperous city, the big
center of east - west maritime trade in the Mediterranean
world. It is the first Islamic capital constructed by the
Muslim army in 642, after they defeated the Byzantines
in Egypt. The ruins of al-Fustat are located in old Cairo,

south of the present Cairo.
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This glass bottle shown was discovered in
the ruins of al-Fustat, when a Japanese team
of archeologists from Waseda University
conducted excavations in the southeast
of the Amr mosque in 1978. In spite of
having been removed from a hole the
depth of about 3.9 meters, it remains in
a nearly perfect form except for a missing
part of the mouth. Since it was buried
in the ground or under water, the surface
was covered by a thin rainbow-colored
film, but the former glass was colorless
and transparent. In particular, on the bottom,
there is a cut decoration of two quadrilateral-
shaped stars, which is very eye-catching. It
is said that rose water or wine was probably
poured from it, looking at these decoration
through the liquid might have enhanced the
pleasure.

We can catch a glimpse of the brightness of the

medieval Islamic world through such a bottle.
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Al-Fustat Site. Photograph by Tamako Takeda
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Featured Exhibit “Glass Bottle with Cut Decoration from al-Fustat, Egypt”
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On the Featured Exhibit “Studies on the Otani Expeditions in the 21st Century”
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The Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures (YMEAC) is holding a featured exhibit on “Studies on the
Otani Expeditions in the 21st Century” from October 7 to November 3, 2014.

The Otani expeditions began in 1902 and finished in 1914, and their collected items are still considered
important for studies of Central Asia.

Koézui Otani, who led these expeditions, commanded his accompanying members to collect all items, even
if they could not personally understand them. As a result of this instruction, the Otani collection is rich in
variety and still holds possibilities for new scholarly findings.

The former Egami collection of the YMEAC is similarly rich in variety. Namio Egami, who collected them,
held the same policy as Kozui Otani when collecting artifacts.

The featured exhibit focuses upon the new results from studies on the Otani expeditions and its collection
in the 21st century. Please enjoy not only this exhibit, but also the former Egami collection.
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Plate with Bird Design
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Sasanian textiles and silverware traveled the Silk Road as gifts and trade-goods, their influence reaching as
far as Japan. This small silver plate, shaped and decorated by the hammering techniques of repoussé and
chasing, has a pearl roundel with a bird inside, likely a peacock, with a crest, scale-like plumage, and a train.
Peacocks were probably brought to Persia as tribute from India. The Chronographia by Theophanes (d. 818)
records that peacocks were among the innumerable birds seen in the palace of Khosrow II, and that huge live
lions and tigers were kept in the walled grounds. The latter refers to the man-made “paradise”—which is
derived from the old Persian (Median) word paridaiza meaning “walled” and thus protected by divine
power—where the royals enjoyed hunting, which, as a symbolic motif, embellished Sasanian silver plates.
Sacred enclosure is also represented by the pearl roundel, as seen on this plate, which protects the bird inside.
Towards the end of the Sasanian period, the pearl roundel takes on a special significance as the representation

of divine protection and empowerment of the king.
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Stamp Album. Bhutan. Donated by Seiji Sofukawa
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Takahashi Collection. Donated by Masahiro Takahashi, Misako Owa,
and Chieko Yoshida

#8 (BHEOL 2 3>) Belt Hook, Takahashi Collection
E China
HEEBHL  4th-3rd century

K (B12L 22 3>) PotDuang Coins, Takahashi Collection Hy ARG (BBILY23>)  CutGlass Bowl, Takahashi Collection
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Welcome to the Mongolian Ger!
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