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Popular Chinese Prints: Universal Wishes for Wealth and Longevity
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Saturday 26 April to Sunday 29 June 2014
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Two Beauties with Plum and Bamboo
End of Qing, Yangliuging
Woodcut with hand- coloring

Private collection
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Art Watching The YMEAC Collection: From the Permanent Exhibition
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Zero min. walk from Nihon Odori Sta.on the Minato Mirai Line.
10 min. walk from Kannai Sta.on the JR Line or Municipal Subway.

http://www.eurasia.city.yokohama.jp/
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Beauties from Chinese Woodblock Prints
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Featured Exhibit
“Pottery Making in the Philippines”
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Bowl with Design of Bird and Beast
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The YMEAC Collection: Recent Addition
BES - ELYERN

Exhibitions and Events
Sa—-IF7LyayIALS5ZE!
Welcome to the Museum Shop
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Beauties from Chinese Woodblock Prints
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Fig. 1 The Palace of Eternal Life
Late Qing, Yangliuging, Tianjin
Hanging scroll; woodblock-printed in ink
and colors applied with brush. Private Collection

While military door guards are well-known among
Chinese popular prints, introduced herein are rare
examples of beauties and a narrative, which will be
placed on display for the first time at the upcoming
YMEAC exhibition.

In the "Two Beauties with Plum and Bamboo"
(late Qing, ca.1904) with woodblock-printed
monochrome outlines and hand-applied colors made
in Yangliuqing, Tianjin, a girl is handing over a tray
with a pocket watch and a feathery ornament to a
beautiful lady (Fig. 2). She is clad in a gorgeous
Manchu-style robe, most likely for a New Year, with
the auspicious motif of butterfly and bat, and ready
to put on the luxurious imported watch. She s sitting
beside a table with a vase of propitious cloud and
bat design. In the vase are blossoming plum and
ever-green bamboo to strengthen the good-luck
symbolism of the work. "The Palace of Eternal Life" (Fig.
1), also a Yangliuqing print, depicts three episodes
from the tragic love story of the Tang emperor Xuanzong
and his consort Yang Guifei, a Qing dynasty play
written by Hong Sheng. The top of the triptych
shows Lady Yang and her two sisters seeking refuge

from An Lushan's rebellion, the center a scene of

B —#ihE Alee
fgmﬁ WA AR 2 officials demanding Lady Yang's death at Mawei,
Fig. 2 Two Beauties with Plum and Bamboo

End of Qing, Yangliuging, Tianjin 5
Hanging scroll; woodblock-printed in ink and colors applied and the bottom ShOWIHg thC emperor, WhO was

with brush. Private Collection

compelled to allow Lady Yang to hang herself, and

her body clad in red cloth. Xuanzong on a mid-autumn night rises to the Moon palace where the two lovers

are blissfully reunited as a couple. Chinese popular prints as such are representations of Chinese people's

never-ending pursuit of happiness. (Mr. Nakajo is a collector and researcher of Chinese prints, President of
Edo Children's Culture Society, and member of International Ukiyo-e Society)

Translated by Yasuko Fukuhara
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Images photographed by Kirito Yanase
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Featured Exhibit “Pottery Making in the Philippines”
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The Philippines has a long pottery-making tradition, going back to the Neolithic age. In the featured exhibi,
“Pottery Making in the Philippines,” held in 2012 and 2013, ancient and modern earthenware potteries from
the Philippines were presented. Furthermore, the manufacturing process in Northern Luzon was illustrated in
photographs.

The shape of a modern vessel type — for example, a cooking pot — is also found in ancient pottery. The ancient
vessels covered with soot may have also been used for cooking.

Some ancient potteries are red-slipped and have impressed and incised geometric designs filled with lime.
‘The white color is vivid on the red background. However, modern potteries are not so decorative. Because there
are many kinds of materials available today, decorative vessels are made of different materials and clay potteries
are made for practical use.

Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures is planning another featured exhibit, “Pottery Making in the
Philippines,” in 2014 with new results from fieldwork conducted in the Philippines by archaeologist Dr. K.
Tanaka.
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Bowl with Design of Bird and Beast
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Inside the bowl, there is a bird which has a decorative wing and stylized tail. As well, there is a goat-like
beast with a splendid pair of antlers. Also interspersed among the two animals are many flower patterns.
Around the outer band of the bowl, an L-shaped motif appears repeatedly and seems to be inspired by Arabic
script.

After carrying out the engobe, the designs are painted in black, with either yellow or green added as spot
color. Then transparent glaze is applied to the whole surface. It appears that the craftsman was able to apply
color without concern for controlling it.

This piece of pottery was made during the Samanid Dynasty (875 -999) which governed Central Asia and
eastern Iran. Since this dynasty was independent of the Abbasid Dynasty governing West Asia around Iraq,
this pottery marks the special features of that area.

This particular bowl most likely originates from Nishapur, as excavations of the ruins of this city in eastern

Iran have revealed many similar pieces as well as kiln sites.
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Z—¥—T—)l 9~10tHHE [OF180cm H6.0cm
Iran, Nishapar, 9th-10th century, D. 18.0 cm, H. 6.0 cm
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#1  Bronze Horse Bit

€3I Mongolia

$ETCATEE 1 FAE4CATS  Early first millennium B.C.E.
£¥20.2cm  Length:20.2cm

Donated by Toshio Hayashi

#8 Bronze Stirrup

27 Syria

13~14{42  13th-14th century C.E.
BE11.7cm  Height: 11.7 cm L
Donated by Toshio Hayashi
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For hands-on workshop.
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Outer garment for Women. Sudan
F: SRS AT

Donated by the Research Institute for Humanity and Nature
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Bronze Camel Bell. Syria

Y
Donated by Toshio Hayashi
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Popular Chinese Prints: Universal Wishes for Wealth and Longevity
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Admission: ¥300 for Adults,
¥150 for primary and junior high school students
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Pottery Making in the Philippines
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Tuesday 17 June to Sunday 13 July 2014
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Admission: ¥200 for Adults,
¥100 for primary and junior high school students
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A Glass Bottle with Cut Decoration from Fustat, Egypt
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