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Egyptian Hippopotamus Figurine The Original Owned by the Louvre
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Faience

Egypt, Middle Kingdom, Dynasty 12-13 (ca.1976-1648 B.C.E)
H.7.2cm,W. 13.2cm
The Middle Eastern Culture Center in Japan (M1405)

Hippopotamus Figurine
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This hippopotamus figurine is on display for the YMEAC
special exhibition "Faience: treasures of ancient Egypt"
(October 8, 2011 to January 9, 2012.)
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Ancient Egyptian
faience is a material, the category of which
falls in between ‘glass’ and ‘glazed pottery’.
Lustrous blue-green color, which might be
attributed to life-giving Nile, is the most popu-
lar color of ancient faience.

The hippopotamus figurine (MECCJ) is one
of the oldest medium-sized figurines in
faience. It dates to the latter part of Middle
Kingdom, Dynasty 12-13 (ca.1976-1648 B.C.E.).
Besides its realistic appearance, the depiction
on its body surface is intriguing; lotus flow-
ers, algae, birds and fish are painted in
manganese black as if to represent the hippo-
potamus in marsh adjacent to the Nile.

Hippopotamus was much afraid in ancient
Egypt because of its ferociousness especially
during nursing periods. To the ancient Egyp-
tians, it was a symbol of chaos, and scenes of
spearing a hippopotamus (chaos) were popular
motif in temple wall relief. The faience hippo-
potamus, on the other hand, was found from
tombs, placed underside of the deceased’s feet
or under the deceased’s back, with their legs
intentionally broken. Such hippopotamus
faience figurines might be included in fune-
rary equipment as a symbol of chaos that the
deceased must overcome in order to gain a

new life in the netherworld.
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Ushabti (Shabti), Late Period,
Okayama Orient Museum
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Special Exhibition "Faience: treasures of ancient Egypt"
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Udjat eye amulet

The Middle Eastern Culture Center
in Japan (MECCJ)
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Ushabti (Shabti),

New Kingdom, 18th-19th Dynasty,
Fujisawa City Board of Education
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Blue-green globular jar,

Early Roman Period, 1st century B.C.E. -1st century C.E., MECCJ

210 HEERK HEIEHRK BBHE INAXSATI-V7LRFAER
Tiles, Old Kingdom, 3rd Dynasty, Owned by Tokoname City and Kept by INAX MUSEUMS
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Pectral, New Kingdom,
19th Dynasty,
Ohara Museum of Art

The blue figurines, vessels, and amulets
that globally attract visitors' attention at
ancient Egyptian art exhibitions are made of
faience, a material categorized between glass
and glazed pottery. The superb Tutankhamen's
gold mask is partially inlaid with blue faience.

Faience was used primarily for objects and
architectural elements related to burial cus-
toms. This exhibition, tracing the history of
ancient Egyptian faience from its appearance
(ca. 4500 B.C.E.) to the declining years (ca. 2nd
century C.E.), will give insight into the ancient
Egyptians' concept of life and death and their
pursuit of "blue."

Brought together for the first time for this
exhibition are some 150 exquisite pieces of
ancient Egyptian faience from Japanese
museums. Furthermore, with the expertise of
INAX MUSEUMS, the long-lost technique of
faience making will be rediscovered for the
visitors.

(Abstract by Yasuko Fukuhara)
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Special Exhibition "Faience: treasures of ancient Egypt"
Saturday, October 8, 2011 to Monday, January 9, 2012
Admissions Adults: 500 yen, Children: 250 yen
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Fragments of Coptic Textile
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Egypt

Textile

4th-5th century C.E.

Christianity began to spread among Egyptians

towards the end of the 2nd century C.E. Egyptian
Christians (Copts) created their own culture
including the art of weaving. According to
their burial custom, the deceased were buried
in tombs, clad in daily clothes or wrapped in
tapestries. Therefore, large quantities of Coptic
textile fragments have been excavated from
Egyptian cemetery sites.

Coptic textiles were woven with woolen
wefts and linen warps. In early examples, motifs
were mostly shown in single dark color, usually
purple, against a lighter background. Favorite
animals included the lion and the hare. Such
medallions with animals placed in the center
became a widely popular textile design which
was transmitted eastward, reaching China and
Japan.
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he YMEAC Collection

Recent Additions (rom aprit 2003 to March 2011)
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Pottery fragments (Syria) donated by Shin'ichi Ichikawa
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Parts of wooden coffin (Egypt) donated by Nobutaka Oka
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Pottery (China) donated by Kengo Kunisada
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Embroidered textiles (Armenia) donated by Nobuo Asai
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Map of the Routes from Luting to Tibet (China) reproduced by YMEAC
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Costume (Uzbekistan) donated by Yukihiro Mizutani
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Painting of dragons (Bhutan) donated by Seiji Sofukawa
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Traditional artifacts (Philippines) donated by Yoji Aoyagi
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Islamic miniature (Turkey) entrusted by Futabako Takeo
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Costume (Afghanistan) donated by Yoko Ogura
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Persian textiles (Iran) donated by Sachiko Toyama
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Rubbings taken from rock carving (Siberia) donated by Ushio Maeda
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Swords (Turkey) donated by Manabu Morita
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Pouches (Afghanistan) donated by Yoko Ogura
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Photo-film album (Turkey) donated by Manabu Morita
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Ceramic fragments from Olon Stime (Inner Mongolia) donated by Tokyo private collector
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Photographs of old-kiln survey (Vietnam) donated by Yoji Aoyagi
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Photographs and postcards (Turkey) donated by Manabu Morita
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