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Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures

T 231-0021 #&E P REARKE2

12 Nihon Odori, Nakaku, Yokohama, Japan 231-0021
Tel. 045-663-2424 Fax.045-663-2453
http://www.eurasia.city.yokohama.jp/

BASERERT  9:30a.m. ~ 5:00p.m.
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Hours 9:30a.m. — 5:00 p.m.

(Admission until 4:30 p.m.)
Closed Mondays and year-end/

New Year's recess
Admission ¥200 for adults
¥100 for primary and

Map in English — Website
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Zero min. walk from Nihon Odori Sta.  on the Minato Mirai Line.
10 min. walk from Kannai Sta.  on the JR Line or Municipal

Jjunior high school students Subway.
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Open on Mon. May 2, and closed on Fri. May 6, 2011.
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Bamboo
Zither

Bamboo

Philippines

20th century C. E.

left: L.58.3cm D. 6.2 cm
right: L. 62.2cm D. 6.8 cm
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A bamboo zither is a string
instrument made from a single
bamboo section. Its strings are

stripped from the surface of
the bamboo itself and are
raised by small bamboo chips.
Players can adjust the string
pitches by moving these chips.
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Sound holes are drilled on both
sides and sections of the body.
The player plucks the strings
with the fingers of both hands,
producing a cool and gentle
sound.

Bamboo is strong and pliable.
Moreover it has a naturally
hollow form. People in South-
east Asia have versatile uses
for bamboo as a raw material.
The bamboo zither is an excel-
lent example of how the crafts-
men in this region combine
their skill with the blessings
of their natural environment to
create beauty.  (Tei Hatakeyama)
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These zithers will be exhibited at YMEAC from July 16 to September

25,2011.
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On the Special Exhibition “The Arabian Heritage from

Sharjah, U.A.E.: Exhibition in Japan 2010-2011"
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Dr. Tatsuo Sasaki, Chairman of the Sharjah
Exhibition Committee in Japan, H.E. Mr. Abdullah
Al Owais, Chairman of the Department of Culture
and Information, Sharjah Government, The
Honorable Ms. Fumiko Hayashi, Mayor of the City
of Yokohama, H.E. Mr. Saeed Al Nuwais,
Ambassador of the U. A. E. to Japan, Mr. Masao
Otaki, Member of the Yokohama City Council, Dr.
Naosuke Takamura, Director of YMEAC (from left
to right)
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On February 19th, 2011, Yokohama
Museum of EurAsian Cultures cele-
brated the opening of the Sharjah
Exhibition in the esteemed presence of
the Arab League ambassadors to Japan
and many other distinguished guests.
Mayor Ms. Hayashi and H. E. Mr. Al
Owais of Sharjah exchanged con-
gratulatory speeches in English and
Arabic in front of a large audience.
Then the guests together with Sharjah
delegation enjoyed the preview which
highlighted a wide range of Arabian
culture through some 500 precious
objects brought from Sharjah. The
Sharjah Exhibition, truly a special one
for YMEAC, was a crystallization of
enthusiasm and cooperation of many
individuals and institutions in Japan
and Sharjah. (Yasuko Fukuhara)

R Preview

TN=FT A ZAKE, TNh=) T A4 AZAKM,
ERERE, 7= ALZ Y TA=H A1
RN X —TR (D)

H.E. Mr. Abdullah Al Owais, H.E. Mr. Saeed Al
Nuwais, Dr. Takamura, Mr. Ali Almarri, General
Director of Dr. Sultan Al Qassimi Centre of Gulf
Studies (from right to left)
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Visitors Dancing with Sharjah Traditional
Music Band
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Evolving Middle East
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Traditional and Modern Cairo. Photograph by Tamako Takeda
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Oil-producing countries around the
Persian Gulf have depended on foreign

manpower. However, in recent years,
these countries have begun to focus on
developing human resources of their own
people, and Japanese style education has
been introduced. Local Japanese schools
and Kumon classes attract Arab kids. It is
pleasing to see interaction between Japan
and these countries in areas other than oil
business.

However, recently, in the Middle East
and northern African countries, we have
seen a rise of a wave of demand for
democratization in the form of large-scale
anti-government demonstration by the
public. Behind these protests, there are
dissatisfactions with the government due
to high unemployment rate and inflation
spike. Information spread through Face-
book and Twitter, and many, especially
young people joined the demonstration.
The U.S. welcomed Egypt's decision to
democratize. However, the collapse of the
pro-U.S. government is forcing the U.S.
government to reconsider its Middle East
policy.

The trend of popular uprising may,
beyond the Middle East, spill over to
Central Asia and the Caucasus countries
under authoritarian regime. For democ-
ratization of countries in the Middle East,
it is vitally important that Egypt first
succeeds. There is much to learn from
Turkey where majority are Muslims but
secularism and parliamentary democracy
have been maintained. (March 3rd, 2011)

JeXfE  Retired Ambassador
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