so that young mothers could bring infants.
I was told that person in charge brings a
ballot box to the homes of registered dis-
abled persons. At one polling station,
staff, observers and voters were gaily
dancing. Here are many things to learn
from Uzbek style.

Uzbekistan has been under the President
Islam Karimov's long-term political power
since March 1990. Western countries have
often criticized human rights abuses and
authoritarian methods of the President.
However, after independence ethnic con-
flict and the domestic power struggle
between regions has been avoided.

National unity seems to be progressing. I
had the impression that people expecting
security and stability of life more than
democratization rather accepted the cur-
rent rejime passively. It will be the gov-
ernment's task to enhance the transparency
of the politics and to make efforts to let the
fruit of the economic growth spread out to
the nation.
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Scenes of Hunting (Rubbing from Stone Relief)

HE g Henan, China
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B 1~ 3R Later Han dynasty, Ist-3rd century, C.E.
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Much of our knowledge on Han-
dynasty life and art is derived from
subterranean tomb chambers where
stone slabs with engraved designs
embellished the walls and ceilings.
This rubbing was taken from an exam-
ple of such stone relief.

The right half depicts a giant tiger
leaping on the back of a bear. The for-
ward and backward postures of the two
beasts is in accordance with the basic
scheme of yin-yang, which was very
important to the people of Han.
Thematically, the tiger and the bear
were both regarded as sacred animals
endowed with the power to ward off
evil spirits. The left half shows two
men chasing a huge boar with a cross-
bow and a halberd. In ancient China,
hunting was carried out each season as
an important military training, and the
game was customarily presented to the
offering shrine to please the ancestral

PLAE LA™ L e

spirit.

The rendition of animals charged with
lithe energy is typical of Han art. The
designer skillfully represented each
creature's uniqueness in physical fea-
tures and movements. (Yasuko Fukuhara)
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Costume in Ancient Mesopotamia
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Stone Statue of
Male Worshiper
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Southern Iraq

Mid-3rd millennium B.CE.
H.160cm,W.100cm,D. 11.0cm
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This statue from approximately
five thousand years ago is a precious
legacy of ancient Mesopotamia
(modern southern Iraq). Itis a
Sumerian male figure wearing kau-
nakes (Greek meaning "thick
cloak"), typically seen in examples

(with a tonsured head) dating from
the third early dynastic period, mid-
3rd millennium B.CE.

Each Sumerian city-state had its
own deity worshiped in a temple, the
central structure of the walled city.
Votive statues like this one were
placed in the temple so that they
could constantly be offering prayers
on behalf of the donors they repre-
sented.

Sumerians raised sheep, and they
used wool as the main material for
clothes. The kaunakes was made
from sheepskin or cloth simulating
animal fleece. The woolly surface
texture of the garment is well mod-
eled in the present piece.

(English abstract by Yasuko Fukuhara)

AY=> M Event

I2-UTPLTEES | Part7
[74X510—]

S HP LR ITHHEE !
A—FGYTDTrovarZfEH |
20104E2H2H (K) ~5H20H (&)

B B BERA-FO7LEE2R
BERERE
Mg AmEOH |

—

ERWEI 7>

BEBERIT VLM IAXEME ]

b, =57 OER»LBRETD

77y ¥aYZRBRETRTAL) |

VA X% fRERD-7256, bH)BRLEE

{1 SMEFCEAEAV I FNVRNTF

#7VEY b,
www.eurasia.city.yokohama.jp/

- from EurAsia 12




Column

I ANRFRAY Y DEBEBIZBILT

Politics and Society of Uzbekistan
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With staffs of the polls. The fourth from left is author.

[Feiiift.  Tetsuya Hirose
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I participated in the international obser-
vation of the election last year-end.
Generally everything was well organized
reflecting elaborateness of the Uzbeks.
Under the influence of the Soviet Union
times, women's participation in society is
remarkable in Uzbekistan. I met many
women working as election staff or do-
mestic observers.

At each polling station a doctor and a
nurse stood by. A childcare room with a
crib, toys and picture books was prepared
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