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The Museum of Yokohama Urban History
and the Yokohama Museum of EurAsian
Cultures: Museums’ 5th Anniversary

“Minna-de EXPO” (Exposition that we all
participate in).

200846 H5H (&) ~8J31H (H)
Thursday, June 5 to Sunday, Aug. 31, 2008

Fl A ¥ A Visitor Information
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Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures

T231-0021 #EMRXBEARKE2
12 Nihon Odori, Nakaku, Yokohama, Japan 231-0021

Tel.045-663-2424 Fax.045-663-2453

http://www.eurasia.city.yokohama.jp/
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Hours 9:30am.~5:00p.m.
(Admission until 4:30p.m.)
Mondays (except 5/5, 6/2, 7/21),
5/7, 5/20, 6/3, 6/4, and 7/22
Admission ¥200 for adults
¥100 for primary and
junior-high-school students

Closed
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Zero min. walk from Nihon Odori Sta. on the Minato Mirai Line.
10 min. walk from Kannai Sta. on the JR Line or Municipal
Subway.
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Small Glass Disks Manufactured in Egypt
—Aspects of Urban Life of Egypt in the Islamic Period—

YrHZ FiF Tamako Takeda
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Owned by the Bouvier Collection

BHRMH 4 27— LE N0
Photographs©Research Institute for Islamic
Archaeology and Culture

°
This special exhibition introduces
“small glass disks,” or weights, from
the Bouvier Collection manufactured in

Egypt during the Islamic period. The
transparency of glass was more suitable
than metal as the former clearly
revealed defects as well as illicit tricks.
Among the glass disks, “glass weights”
were used to weigh coins, meat, and
fruits on the scales, while “vessel
stamps” were attached to glass vessels
that measured oils and spices. The
Arabic inscription on the surface of the
disks gives valuable information con-
cerning Islamic Egypt of the 8th to the
13th centuries.

Many of the glass disks were discov-
ered at al-Fustat (south of present-day
Cairo), the site of the oldest Islamic
city in Egypt. The present exhibition
also displays pottery, glassware, acces-
sories, and daily utensils unearthed at
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this site to illustrate various aspects of
urban life of Islamic Egypt.
English abstract by Yasuko Fukuhara

Small Glass Disks Manufactured in Egypt
—Aspects of Urban Life of Egypt in the Islamic Period—
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Closed on Mondays (except 5/5) and 5/7.
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Ancient Roman Coin: From Our Permanent Exhibition

fEH¥  Yasuko Fukuhara
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Copper

ca. Roman 330-346 C.E.
Diam. 18 mm
Weight 24 g
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Coins from the Museum’s Collection

Constantine I, the Great (r. 307-337
C.E.), the first Roman emperor to
profess Christianity, and his sons
issued a series of coins from 330-
346 C.E. to commemorate the trans-
fer of the capital from Rome to
Constantinople (330), and to recog-
nize the city of Rome as the tradi-
tional center of the empire. There-
fore, the portrait on the obverse is
the goddess Roma, and the legend
reads VRBS ROMA, or City Rome.
On the reverse are the legendary
founder of Rome Romulus and his
twin brother Remus nursed by a
wolf, and the letters CONS? in the
exergue. CONS is a mint mark
showing that the coin was made at

Constantinople. And the last letter,
which looks like S, should stand for
“the sixth officina (workshop).” Two
stars appear above the wolf, proba-
bly representing Gemini.
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The Rise of Oil Price Enriches Countries in the Persian Gulf
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Skyscrapers in Dubai.  Photograph by Yuko Omagari.
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Under economic globalization the oil
producing countries in the Persian Gulf
have become the hub of trade, banking
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Small Glass Disks Manufactured in Egypt
—Aspects of Urban Life of Egypt in the
Islamic Period—
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Saturday, Jan. 26 to Sunday, May 18, 2008

and transportation systems in the
Middle East. They benefit from recent
rise of crude oil price caused by various
reasons such as rising global oil
demand, geopolitical risks in some oil
producing countries and inflow of spec-
ulative capital into the oil market.

Japan has highly depended on crude
oil imports, the share of Middle Eastern
oil supply being over 85% in recent
years. The Japanese government should
expand its efforts in promotion of dia-
logue and cooperation with Middle
Eastern countries, contribution towards
international endeavors in fight against
terrorism, realization of peace and sta-
bilization and support for reconstruc-
tion in the region, and provision of sup-
port for Japanese companies in oil
development projects.

(TIT - KPP Sk Bl vp e S8 5 8
# ke  Secretary-General, the Central Secretariat
of Asian-Pacific Parliamentarians’ Union)

D THEN

AR —i¢ Adults ¥500

/- A Children ¥250
P L i
[y 7 b 5L

Lectures “Urban Life of Egypt in the
Islamic Period” (In Japanese)
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