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Find Animals in Art across EurAsia
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Sunday Jan. 14 to Thursday Apr. 26, 2007
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Discover animal designs and get original
EurAsian animal stickers (complimentary) !
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Free with Museum Admission
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“The Blue Splendors of Uzbekistan”

— Journey to the Silk Road Oases through
Works of Art and Photographs —

200744 H28H (1) ~ 9H2H (H)

Saturday Apr. 28 to Sunday Sep. 2, 2007
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Admission Adults 500 yen, Children 250 yen
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Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures

T231-0021 R HFRAARAE2
12 Nihon Odori, Nakaku, Yokohama, Japan 231-0021

Tel. 045-663-2424 Fax.045-663-2453

http://www .eurasia.city.yokohama.jp/

BAEERFRE  9:30am.~5:00p.m.
(ANBEI34:30p.m. £T)
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Hours 9:30am.~5:00pm.
(Admission until 4:30p.m.)

Closed Mondays and year-end/
New Year's recess

Admission ¥200 for adults
¥100 for primary and
junior high school students
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Closed on 4/27 (Fri.), Open on 4/30 (Mon.)
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Map in English — Website
X@ETIEX
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Zero min. walk from Nihon Odori Sta. on the Minato Mirai Line.
10 min. walk from Kannai Sta. on the JR Line or Municipal
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Guri Amir
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Essay and Photos by Keiki Haginoya
(BHK  Professional Photographer)
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Samarqand, one of the oldest cities of
Central Asia, saw great cultural
achievements as the capital of the
empire of Timur (b.1336). The
remaining plan of the old city contains
some of the finest monuments of archi-
tecture, including Timur’s tomb the
Guri Amir Mausoleum (ca. 1405). Itis
renowned for the blue chapel dome and

the mosaics with elegant turquoise
arabesques.
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“The Blue Splendors of Uzbekistan”
— Journey to the Silk Road Oases through Works of Art and Photographs —
20074F4H 28 H (1) ~ 9H2H (H) Saturday Apr. 28 to Sunday Sep. 2, 2007
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Cuneiform-Inscribed Clay Tablets (1)

BRI EBL  Yoshinori Tsuruoka

(hye K2k 2Bl Postgraduate of Chuo University)
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This writing system takes the name
cuneiform from the wedge-like
appearance of the strokes impressed
onto the clay surface with slanted
stylus edge. It was used in ancient
Mesopotamia from about 3200
B.C.E. for approximately three
thousand years. The earliest writ-
ings were of practical nature con-
cerning grain and livestock, rather

2007

than religious. Later, the contents
of the inscriptions began to vary
from royal to plebeian, or from
cookery to the creation of mankind.
One Sumerian proverb, for example,
roughly translates to: “The pleasure
- it is beer! The discomfort - it is
the journey” (see B.Alster, Proverbs
of Ancient Sumer).

English abstract by Yasuko Fukuhara
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The Second Great Game over Central Asia

FRHEfE  Tetsuya Hirose
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In Uzbekistan [Photograph by Keiki Haginoya]
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Since the independence of the Central
Asian and Caucasus countries, the area
became a stage of such severe competition
by foreign powers over political influence
and exploitation of energy resources of the
Caspian Region and construction of
pipelines as sometimes referred to as the
Second Great Game compared to the “Great
Game” played by the Russian and the
British Empires in the 19th century.

Mr. Christopher Len of the Central Asia-
Caucasus Institute of Uppsala University
says that in recent years, we have witnessed
great change in the region and its surround-
ing areas, namely: (1) the creation of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization in 2001
and its current progress, (2) the reconstruc-
tion of Afghanistan, (3) Russian attempts to
re-assert itself in Central Asia, (4) increas-
ing Chinese energy, trade and security links
with the Central Asian region, and finally
(5) the launch of the “Central Asia Plus
Japan Dialogue” in August 2004.

Under this initiative Japan assists efforts of
Central Asian countries in tackling the tasks
which require intra-regional cooperation
such as environment, water and transporta-
tion. The leading role must be played by
none other than the countries of Central
Asia themselves.

MM Tetsuya Hirose
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Secretary-General, the Central Secretariat of

the Asian-Pacific Parliamentarians’ Union.
Retired Ambassador.

2007



