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The Houghton Shahnameh
2 vols.

Harvard University Press, 1981.
455 cm % 31.0 cm
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The royal party of Khusurau II of Sasanian Persia.
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Celebrated harpist Barbad,
barred by a rival court musi-
cian, sneaks into the royal
party and plays the lute in
cypress top.
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The elegant vegetal arabesque
embellishing the Shah’s throne
is typical of Safavid decorative
patterns.
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Chinese porcelain such as blue-
and-white ware was much fa-
vored by the Safavid dynasty.
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This book reproduces the
elegant nasta‘lig-script cal-
ligraphy and luxurious
miniatures of the sixteenth-
century Shahnameh (“Book
of Kings” ) executed by the
first-ranked court artists
under the guidance of Shah
Tahmasp (r.1524 - 1576) of
Safavid dynasty. The
Shahnameh consists of
verses based on the myths
and the history of Persian
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kings compiled by the Per-
sian epic poet Firdowsi (ca.
934 - ca.1025).

Reproduced herein is from
“Barbad the Concealed Mu-

i

sician.” The prohibition
against the representation
of living things, considered
to be a standard feature of
Islamic thought, is quite

different in secular art.

English abstract by Yasuko Fukuhara
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Afghanistan through My Eyes

IWHEA4T  Toshiyuki Yamada
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Children by the East-Buddha Cave

(July 19, 2004)
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News from EurAsia 5

My first encounter with the Great
Buddhas of Bamiyan goes back to
2001 Tokyo exhibition of their photo-
graphs taken by my friend Ryuji

Suganuma prior to the tragic destruc-

W DIN=3IX N — 1
(20044E7 H 21 He5%)
FEKRALDELIZH 5 72233 =13
Y UNBRERIN, BELRE
A ISR, MR T v 212
WETHEFE > TL B, mADP LS
%0 2BEEMEL OO
HIF L

Early morning bazaar of Bamiyan

| (July 21, 2004)
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Children on their way to school
(July 20, 2004)
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Photographs by Toshiyuki Yamada]

tion. I myself had a chance to visit
Afghanistan in 2004. I tried to capture
daily activities of citizens and children

in the cities and villages then reviving.
English abstract by Yasuko Fukuhara

fmikE  Special Exhibition
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Devastated Buddhas — The Great Buddhas of Bamiyan before the Destruction —
20064E2H 18 H (1) ~4H16H (H) Saturday, Feb. 18 to Sunday, Apr. 16, 2006
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Admission ¥500 for adults, ¥250 for primary and junior high school students

F 71 —r—72 Gallery Talks (in Japanese)
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Every Saturday and Sunday, and Mar. 21 to Apr. 4. 14:00-14:30
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International Cooperation for Peace,
Normalcy and Reconstruction of War-Stricken Afghanistan
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In class (Kabul/ July, 2004/ Photograph by Toshiyuki Yamada)
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With the parliamentary and provincial council
elections successfully held on 18 September,
2005 and the inauguration of a new parliament,
Afghanistan has completed its post-conflict
transition after a U.S.-led coalition toppled the
Taliban regime in 2001. In the last four years
about 4.4 million refugees have returned home.
School enrollment has soared from 900,000 to
5 million. Many of those pupils and students
are girls attending classes for the first time in
nearly a decade after being banned by the
Taliban. Hundreds of hospitals and medical
clinics have been built or refurbished with the

Special Exhibitions and Events

assistance of international community. Yet
Afghanistan has one of the highest mortality
rates in the world. The security situation con-
tinues to be endangered by the recent terrorist
attacks and kidnappings, etc.

A conference on Afghanistan was held on
January 31 and February 1, 2006 in London.
Nearly 70 nations and international organiza-
tions pledged $10.5 billion to help the National
Development Strategy of the Government of
Afghanistan for improvement of security, gov-
ernance, economic and social development and
counter-narcotics. International cooperation for
peace, normalcy and reconstruction of
Afghanistan must be continued.

Rl Tetsuya Hirose
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Secretary-General, the Central Secretariat of
the Asian-Pacific Parliamentarians’ Union.
Retired ambassador.
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Afghanistan Today (in Japanese only)
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Place : Yokohama Port Opening Memorial Hall
Admission: 1000 yen
Application: Contact the Yokohama Museum of
EurAsian Cultures by e-mail (info@eurasia.city.
yokohama.jp) or mail (12 Nihon Odori, Nakaku,
Yokohama), and make sure to include your name,
postal address and phone number so that we can send
you a ticket. Application (two persons max per appli-
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cation) will be accepted on a first-come-first-served
basis until Friday, March 24.
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Tel. 045-663-2465 Fax. 045-663-2454
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The Year of the Dog in EurAsia
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Tuesday, Apr. 18 to Sunday, Sep. 24, 2006

A2Z7134 X, 50004 CSVEIZHE T V7 D1F
I THELNIBFY AL 513 ORE
2—F YT AL TEDSL LTVD, BRET
R EZRLT AT v FLTAROPN?

Hi! Tam Dog approximately 5000 years old.

Come see me in the Yokohama

Museum of EurAsian Cultures

where I now live.
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Free with museum admission
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Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures

T231-0021 R HFRAARAE2
12 Nihon Odori, Nakaku, Yokohama, Japan 231-0021

Tel. 045-663-2424 Fax.045-663-2453

http://www .eurasia.city.yokohama.jp/

BAEERFRE  9:30am.~5:00p.m.
(ANBEI34:30p.m. £T)

HEEH BERREH FRFiRt

ABEH —f%200M
/N FhFAE 100
TEREMERICERREICES L
PHNET,
BALREA /- PEE SREER,
[EEEFIR BETOIRFOLSY ]
FEEBHBOHICIE ARBROBREGIE
PHYETOTHERNRT IV,

Hours 9:30am.~5:00pm.
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Map in English — Website

(Admission until 4:30p.m.) ET
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Closed  Mondays and year-end/ BEEBDVRAAABYIRIEHOPSHESH0H
- New Year's recess JREGAERE - i E 1 T $5RIABR 1 FH O 51549105
Admission ¥200 for adults Zero min. walk from Nihon Odori Sta. on the Minato Mirai Line.
¥100 for primary and 10 min. walk from Kannai Sta. on the JR Line or Municipal
junior high school students
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