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Head of Bodhisattva or Female Donor
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Probably Afghanistan

2-4 centuries CE
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Whether bodhisattva or woman, it is
difficult to ascertain as only the head
survives. We usually identify Buddhist
images through their symbolic attrib-
utes. The decorative hairdo with a top-
knot resembles those of bodhisattvas,
but this image does not have the sacred
mark Trna on the forehead.

When viewed from the front, the face
looks slightly distorted because it was

made to be seen in three-quarter view
as is often the case with attendant fig-
ures flanking the main image.

The naturalistic facial features reflect
influences of Hellenistic origin that
characterize Gandhara images. Ex-
amples close in representation may be
found among those excavated at
Buddhist sites of Hadda, eastern

Afghanistan.
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The Last Days of the Buddhas of Bamiyan

#H#FE— Ryuji Suganuma
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The head of the west Buddha and wall painting of Bamiyan
(Aug. 13, 2000)

News from EurAsia 4

Shortly before the Buddhas of
Bamiyan were totally destroyed by
Taliban, Ryuji Suganuma gained an
opportunity to visit the site. On
August 19th, 2000, Suganuma called
on Abdul Rahman Hotak, Taliban
Deputy Minister for Information and
Culture in Kabul and thanked him for
realizing his long-awaited pilgrimage
to Bamiyan. Listening to Suganuma’s
report—Buddha’s burned face, rocket
bomb holes, flaked off ceiling paint-
ing and monks’ caves turned into
weapon storage—Hotak handed him a
copy of fatwa statement by Taliban
Supreme Leader Mulla Muhammad
Umar for the protection of cultural
properties. Hotak was making every
endeavor to stop the civil war, to
restore the damages and preserve the
site through foreign aid, particularly
of Japan.

Suddenly, however, Hotak was dis-
missed, and the great Buddha images
of Bamiyan were reduced to rubble.

(English abstract by Yasuko Fukuhara)
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Meeting for the protection of
cultural heritage

(Aug. 17, 2000)
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A statue of King Kanishka from the site of

Surkh Kotal, the Kabul Museum, also destroyed
by Taliban (Aug. 17, 2000)

[5E#5 HiEKE_  Photographs by Ryuji Suganuma]
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Afghanistan — A Crossroads of Peoples, Civilizations and Geopolitics

Rk & SO 8%, ERBSBOR O R
TIHNZAY

HEZZHELBEZHFILENGSAD

BIAHDEL SiX, A LHF OB
Mtz LIFLENIETND, T
ST W7 V7 kT I O RIE
THTTHZALY VIZHIHBITE S G5
NRKRENCEBEINRTTEe TIH
ANHEDAL Y FRRLVY v OXEEI -
22l Hb, OLDRIER LGRS
OWEE WL T, HROKL7EO LI
S S FRERCTAH o X
ST TNV—=THRIFEL. EHTENEL
bz EABLTE S

1A, REOZHESHSFOXRFEE R,
BRI K E o FlE28 R L, &
OFHBB L V2D, Kkt 2 FEHAE RED
NG AZ EIZHL2 572,

19142 R A 5 20 W D22 THIRE T
V72DLoTR YT EALFY ZADOMTET
b ZFL—br—2 ] LT 580
FroomhicEiFATn, BERE LR
FUCE M T Rk, 775V A
(RNYabw—YN) BT IH=AY VLB
NREZAFT VWS NARE LY, Wi
T V7 Ao NFFT A, 7 ART N
ERR DB E ST

19194E BN, 2 58 L 7228, 48 2 SRR #%

FRANIH D AT =N DAL=t (200445 7 H i)
School girls in Kabul (July, 2004)
[5E#  IWHAAT  Photograph by Toshiyuki Yamada]
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Afghanistan, a land of snow-capped
peaks of the Hindu Kush, fertile valleys,
rolling hills and deserts where 17 million
persons of about 20 ethnic groups with dis-
tinct languages and multi-cultural her-
itages, has a long history. But it has often
suffered from foreign interference or
domestic struggles for power, chronologi-
cally, “the Great Game” between Great
Britain and Russia in the 19th century, the
British conquest and Afghan independ-
ence, huge financial aid from the U.S. and
the USSR in the Cold War, the republican
institution induced by the coup d'état in
1973, the Communist revolution in 1978
followed by the Soviet military invasion
and the resistance of Mujahadeen guerril-
las against the Soviets, the continuation of

from EurAsia 4

Special Exhibitions and Events

civil war, the Taliban's ("students of God")
control of Afghanistan and finally the
U.S.-led military operation against the
Taliban and the Al-Qaida. Recent twenty-
five-years’ war and internal tumult resulted
in more than five million refugees.

The international community including
Japan has strongly supported the new
Afghan Government and the people's reso-
lution to achieve eternal peace and stabili-
ty. It has been committed to the contribu-
tion to the reconstruction of Afghanistan.

JEifiid.  Tetsuya Hirose

TIT - KV &k B G Je B R
W, BT BN L Uy v,
Secretary-General, the Central Secretariat of
the Asian-Pacific Parliamentarians’ Union.
Retired ambassador.
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Bird Watching in the Museum
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Saturday, Oct. 1 to Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2005
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Look for bird motifs in the Yokohama Museum
of EurAsian Cultures. Make your original post-
cards with bird-design seals (complimentary).
2t AfEEO A

Free with museum admission.
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Devastated Buddha : The Great Buddha of
Bamiyan before the Destruction
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Saturday, Feb. 18 to Sunday, Apr. 16, 2006
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Afghanistan of the past seven years —

the Buddhist site, town and children
photographed by Ryuji Suganuma.
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Admission ¥500 for adults, ¥250 for pri-
mary and junior high school students
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N=/N=)z1 b Camels are indispensable domestic animals for

Paperweight
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the people of deserts and steppes in Eurasia. In
the present time, camels in the area west of
Afghanistan to the Middle East have one hump,
and camels in Central Asia and Mongolia have
two humps. Our floor covering from Iraq is deco-

g rated with one-humped camel design. We can

JNw % Cloth Tote ¥840 enjoy such local features in art.

FHLLEF—2R—T % TE P X\, Visit our website and browse around.
www.eurasia.city.yokohama.jp/

Fl A ¥ A Visitor Information
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Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures

T231-0021 HEMRXHEARKE2
12 Nihon Odori, Nakaku, Yokohama, Japan 231-0021

Tel.045-663-2424 Fax.045-663-2453 , B P

http://www.eurasia.city.yokohama.jp/

BARERERT  9:30am.~5:00p.m
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Hours 9:30am.~5:00p.m.
(Admission until 4:30p.m.) &
Closed Mondays and year-end/ BEBDVEAARKEERIE RO, ES0S
New Year's recess JREGAERRE O - T = 1 T $kBIPBR 1 F H O 5 SH9105
Admission ¥200 for adults Zero min. walk from Nihon Odori Sta. on the Minato Mirai Line.
¥100 for primary and 10 min. walk from Kannai Sta. on the JR Line or Municipal
junior high school students

Map in English — Website
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