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East and West Rendezvous in Yokohama:
Makuzu ware, Yokohama Photograph
and Yokohama Woodcarved Furniture

from YAMAMOTO Hiroshi Collection

2025108118 (1) ~202651812H (A - #1)
Saturday 11 October 2025 to Monday 12 January 2026
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¥400 for primary and junior high school students,

and city residents 65 years old and above

ER1—527XILEE

Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures

T231-0021 #HETHRXAFKE2 12 Nihon Odori, Naka-ku, Yokohama, Japan 231-0021
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Closed Mondays (except Holidays) and year-end/New Year's
recess (28 December 2025 to 3 January 2026) .
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Yokohama Woodcarved Furniture
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Iris Design Chair,
Yokohama Woodcarved Furniture,
The mid-Meiji to Taisho periods, H. 103 cm,

*The underside of the seat board is engraved with
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Collection of YAMOMOTO Hiroshi

A dragon coils around the top of the
backrest of this chair, with what appear to be
iris flowers blooming below. The front legs
of the chair are shaped like a chiryu, a young
dragon without horns, and a three-leaf holly-
hock crest is carved shallowly on the back of
the backrest.

From a Japanese perspective, this furniture
may appear strange. This highly decorative
furniture, known as ‘Yokohama Carved
Furniture’ , was produced in Yokohama
during the mid-Meiji to Taisho periods. It
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Interior of Samurai Shokai Store,
Postcard, circa 1910.

Collection of YAMAMOTO Hiroshi

is characterised by the
three-dimensional carvings
of dragons, birds of prey,
and scenes of nature,
designed to appeal to
Westerners’ orientarism. It
is said that palace carvers
who lost their livelihoods after the Meiji
Restoration and the following destruction of
Buddhist temples and statues, turned their
skills to this craft.

Yokohama Woodcarved Furniture
was exported to Europe and America, or
purchased by Westerners visiting Japan.
In Yokohama, companies such as Arthur &
Bond in the foreign settlement and Samurai
Shokai on Honcho Street dealt in Yokohama
Woodcarved Furniture. There is an old
postcard depicting the interior of Samurai
Shokai, known as ‘Kurio King. The chair in the
foreground on the left, with the three-leaf
hollyhock crest on the backrest, is identical
to the chair in the photograph.

After the opening of the port at the end
of the Edo period, Yokohama became a
gateway for the exchange of Eastern and
Western cultures. While Western culture
and technology were introduced to Japan,
Japanese culture and traditional techniques
were exported overseas, both via Yokohama.
Through the collision and fusion of the two
worlds, a new culture was born at this place,
such as Makuzu ware, Yokohama-made
ceramics which astonished the world, and
Yokohama-style carved furniture blending
Japanese and Western styles. These items
convey the breath of people striving to
survive in a turbulent era.

(Deputy Director, YMEAQC)

BELICNERD DIEK
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Makuzu Ware. Pair of Vases with Carved Cranes by the Water
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Pair of Vases with Carved Cranes by the Water,

created by the first Miyagawa Kozan, circa 1876 (Meiji'9) to 1882 (Meiji 15),

collection of Sanyo Bussan Co., Ltd (Miyagawa K6zan Makuzu Museum), height 49 cm
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This is a Makuzu Ware created in Yokohama by
the first Miyagawa Kozan in the early Meiji period.
In 1842, the first Miyagawa Kozan was born at
Makuzu-ga-hara, Kyoto, into a family engaged in
pottery for generations. He grew up watching his
father working, and was raised in an environment
conducive to becoming a skilled potter. After his
father’s death, he succeeded the family business
at the age of 19 and soon gained recognition in
Kyoto.Followingthe MeijiRestoration,heaccepted
the request of a Satsuma merchant to produce
ceramics for export, and he moved to Yokohama,
which had recently opened its ports. In 1871, he
received funding to establish a kiln, the Makuzu
Kiln, in Ota village, Yokohama. In 1876, he won an
award at the Philadelphia World's Fair, marking
the beginning of a series of awards at domestic
and international expositions almost every year.
In 1896, he was appointed as the second Imperial
Court Artist in the field of ceramics.

Thisworkisa cylindrical vase with three-dimen-
sional carvings of cranes on the outer circum-
ference of the body. Each feather is exquisitely
crafted, expressing the unique nobility of cranes.
The background is decorated with overglaze
painting depicting natural scenes, resembling a
diorama of nature. This highly realistic sculptural
style is called 'high relief” and is a characteristic
style of early Makuzu ware. The first K6zan began
to focus on sculptural decorative ceramics with
intricate carvings around the time of the 1876
Philadelphia World's Fair. This style was developed
byimprovingthethen-popularSatsumaKinran-de
technique, which involved covering the surface
of vessels with gold paste and gold powder. By
reducing the amount of gold paste and powder
and applying a glaze he developed himself, he
successfully established the unique ‘high relief’
style, which features flowers, birds, and small
animals carved onto the surface of the vessels
in a lifelike manner, gained popularity overseas,
and many of the works were exported from
Yokohama.

Yamamoto Hiroshi was born in Yokohama, and graduated Yokohama City University
Master's Degree in Graduate School. He is the Director of Miyagawa Kozan Makuzu
Museum and Representative Director of Sanyo Bussan Co., Ltd., which operates Western
confectionery shop ‘Yokohama Monte Rosa.” With the slogan ‘Preserving Yokohama’s
history and culture through confectionery,” he engages in community contribution
activities such as operating Miyagawa Kozan Makuzu Museum and preserving the
Yamate Western-style House (No. 133). He has dedicated himself to preserving

‘ ,\}i- . Yokohama'’s history and culture both publicly and privately, including activities related
7 to the preservation of Kanagawa Battery.
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East and West Rendezvous in Yokohama:
Makuzu Ware, Yokohama Photograph and Yokohama Woodcarved Furniture
from YAMAMOTO Hiroshi Collection

20255108118 (£) ~ 2026518126 (B - #1)
Saturday 11 October 2025 to Monday 12 January 2026
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