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Tales of Mongolian Ger and Grasslands:
Picture Books and Tools of Daily Life
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Saturday 26 April to Sunday 6 July 2025
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Thematic Exhibition Gallery
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Admission : ¥800 for adults

¥400 for primary and junior high school students,
and city residents 65 years old and above

g.p"“ i 2025.4.26—7.6
EEB’E""

2, it
-

o e e e

e

BE1—-5373

LEE

Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures

T231-0021 #EHHRRAARKIE2
Tel. 045-663-2424 Fax. 045-663-2453

12 Nihon Odori, Naka-ku, Yokohama, Japan 231-0021
Tel. 045-663-2424 Fax. 045-663-2453

BE8ERERY 9:30a.m.~5:00 p.m. (£75I£4:30 p.m.E T) Hours 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
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th & B SEARE (RRESRADESFROTE) . ,
SRR (12828E~1838) Closed Mondays (except Holidays) year-end/New Year’s
5 5 1 —$E200M recess (28 December 2025to 3 January 2026)
N e BRAE . BEEHREE657% 100 Admission ¥200 for adults
KRR - CEROBERIIREDE T, ¥100 for primary and Junior high school students,
HELEAIR, /) - PEE BREGENTT. and city residents 65 years old and above
TSHEEETFR. BOFIR(FEFIR I HBHESEREEL
FIRIZHFEDHENEEZERTT. ABOBRICFIRECRT
<L,
+ 20255 4H24H(K) « 258 (&) 3. BRBADSH 2EERBTREIIAKE.
+2025%6H2H (B) AR XAIIRE. 38 (K) kL8,

HEEHEVR B urm

(I mmne B paptin 1
8 - &

s WBIAR E

hEE

P — #®
O wir[ L1 O waessime
- SYRI=2 BEER BaxEPRI T 7 BEEBSLER
e p— —
B [ Ml Py d

R ER T R R AR R

HREREEY 5 —

Iz EHSVRIAAAREYER 3FEOYC
JRIBIMER) FaC - Tk (RAPIER)
1EBEON SRS 105

Zero min. walk from Nihon Odori Sta.

on the Minato Mirai Line.

10 min. walk from Kannai Sta.

on the JR Line or Municipal Subway.

http://www.eurasia.city.yokohama.jp/
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Airag Festival
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Airag Festival (reproduction)
Balduugiin Sharav
(1869-1939)  1910s
Owned by the National
Museum of Ethnology, Japan
Original materials owned by
the Fine Arts Zanabazar
Museum, Mongolia
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The cover of this booklet is a part of the
painting titled “Airag Festival” , which was
painted by Balduugiin Sharav, who is regarded
as a pioneer of modern Mongolian painting.

The exhibition “Tales of Mongolian Ger and
Grasslands: Picture Books &Tools of Daily Life”
presents this work by Sharav together with
original illustrations from picture books by
Mongolian authors Baasansuren Bolormaa and
Ichinnorov Ganbaatar.

This piece depicts the Airag Festival, which
celebrate the first horse milking of the year.
People enjoy fresh airag, or fermented horse
milk, a traditional beverage in Mongolia made
from mare horse milk.

Airag is a traditional nomadic drink, which is
said to have been drunk by ancient horse-rid-
ing nomads. It is a cloudy white drink with a
sour taste, and an alcohol content of just 1-2%.
During the horse milking season, which lasts
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from summer through to autumn, airag is
made every day and enjoyed by people of all
ages, from children to adults.

In the center of the cover, a high priest is
performing a ritual under a blue tent, in front
of a jar containing airag. Nobles, women and
children enjoy drinking airag, surrounded by
detailed and humorous depictions of early
20th century steppe nomad summer life:
milking of horses, stirring of mare milk to make
airag, branding and castration of horses, and
ritual activities. Some aspects of nomadic life
are shown above along with the tools of daily
life.

This exhibition displays a reproduction of
this picture by Sharav, as well as the everyday
items depicted in the books. We hope that
you enjoy the life of Mongolian nomads, by
looking for the actual items depicted in the
pictures, and vice versa.
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Connecting Mongolia and Japan through picture books

N—%>ZL> « ROV — Baasansuren Bolormaa
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We were born and raised in Ulaanbaatar, the
capital of Mongolia, but the traditional life of the
nomadic people has been very familiar to us since
our childhood.

Bolormaa: From a very young age, | spent my
holidays and summers with my grandparents, who
lived in the nearby steppe. At my grandparents'
home, | always enjoyed playing with kids and lambs
and milking the animals. When | milked a mare for
the first time, | was amazed at the softness of her
udder. While Mongolians say that horse is most
intelligent among the five domestic animals, horse,
cow, camel, goat and sheep, | believe that cow is
most intelligent. This is because only the cow return
from the pasture, forming a line, on the same way,
and at the same time every day. My grandparents'
home was full of such little discoveries and fun
things.

Ganbaatar: Since my father was a landscape painter,
every summer | went sketching with him in different
areas of Mongolia from a very young age. When you
think of Mongolia, you might think of a vast steppe.
In reality, if you travel Mongolia, you may see not
only steppe, but also desert, rocky mountains with
strange rocks, and mountains over 3,000 metres
above sea level. In the picture book Toya no Hikkoshi
(Fukuinkan Shoten), | tried to depict the beautiful
landscapes of different regions of Mongolia.

Our picture books are based on the nomadic
lifestyle and culture, which we have experienced as
children, and on the folk tales and legends, which we
heard from our grandparents. Since Mongolia was
still a socialist country in our childhood, there were
no picture books like in the Western world and
Japan. Therefore, we did not grow up with picture
books. As an adult, we learned about picture books
by attending picture book workshops in Russia and
participating in picture book competitions in Italy
and Japan.

We came to Japan in 2008 and started studying
picture books in earnest. We were very lucky to learn
from many experienced editors and create picture
books with them.

There are still not many picture books in Mongolia.
When we tell Mongolians that we make picture
books in Japan, they think our books are manga. We
would like to publish and promote many good
picture books in Mongolia in the future.
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Tsedendamba Tserenbat
Personal Trainer, Triathlete
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At Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures
Photo by Takeda Tamako
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Tserenbat is from Borgan, in northern Mongolia.
He lived in a log house, not a ger (mobile home),
because this region was mountainous and timber is
available. During the summer holidays, however, he
used to live in a ger with his relatives in the country-
side for nearly two months to refresh himself. He
came to Japan to study applied chemistry at the
university, and he also trained his body as a member
of the athletics club. He currently works as a personal
trainer at a major fitness club in Sakuragi-cho,
Yokohama, teaching people of all ages. At the same
time, he also competes in triathlon races.

He says that he found out about Yokohama
Museum of EurAsian Cultures by pure chance. He first
heard about a Mongolian event at the museum on
the car radio. At the event, he came to know the
curator in charge of Mongolia, and from then on, he
was involved in many things related to the museum:
building the ger, organising morin khuur (Matougin
in Chinese) concerts, and arranging the import of
Mongolian furniture for the exhibition. He created a
place for Japanese and Mongolian people to interact
with each other. The imported Mongolian furniture
can be seen in the “Sukh’s Room” in front of the
permanent exhibition room on the second floor of
the museum. On the back of his business card, it says
“Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures Support-
er’; he is a reassuring supporter of the museum, who
promotes the museum to everyone he meets.

Six years ago, he started competing in triathlon,
which consists of swimming, cycling, and running.
He was an experienced marathon runner and rode a
bicycle to work every day, but since there was no

[
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BIEARTRE (2022 F)
After finishing the race at Miyazaki, 2022.

swimming pool in Mongolia, a country without sea,
this was his first time swimming. At first, he sank and
couldn’t even swim in a 25m pool, but after intensive
training, he mastered swimming. In 2023 he was
ranked first in a middle-distance race and was
selected to represent Mongolia at the Asian Games
in China. His achievements have attracted attention
and he was featured in Japan’s only triathlon
magazine in April last year. Tserenbat says that the
appeal of triathlon is that it allows him to improve

himself by challenging his physical and mental limits.

His daily routine is to run 5 km return trip from
Rinko Park to Yamashita Park, in the morning and
evening. He appreciates exercising with a beautiful
seaside view. Since he has spent more time in
Yokohama than in Mongolia now, he says that he
now feels like Yokohama is his hometown, and Rinko
Park his home garden.
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The special exhibition, “Chima Jeogori in Memories”
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The special exhibition “ Chima Jeogori in
memories ” was held from Oct.4, 2024 to Jan.5, 2025.
This exhibition was held in commemoration of the
15th anniversary of the establishment of partner
cities relations between Yokohama and Incheon
Metropolitan City in 2024.

At the venue, Chima jeogori, traditional costumes
of the Korean peninsula, and accessories from the
Joseon Dynasty to the present, which were
borrowed from Incheon Metropolitan City Museum,
Bunka Gakuen Costume Museum and the History
Museum of J-Koreans, were exhibited to introduce
the history and culture of the Chima jeogori. The
exhibition also introduced the memories of the
Chima jeogori of various people of both cities,
regardless of nationality or ethnicity, along with the
stories behind the costumes. This project, which
touched on the existence and history of the Korean
people living in Japan through the material of their
costumes, attracted much attention and was widely
reported in newspapers and on TV.
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Special Exhibition “Tales of Mongolian Ger and Grasslands: Picture Books and Tools of Daily Life”
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East and West Rendezvous in Yokohama: Makuzu ware,
Yokohama Photograph and Yokohama Woodcarved Furniture
from YAMAMOTO Hiroshi Collection
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20255108118 (£) ~ 2026518128 (A« 1)
Saturday 11 October 2025 to Monday 12 January 2026
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