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Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures
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Tel. 045-663-2424 Fax. 045-663-2453
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12 Nihon Odori, Naka-ku, Yokohama, Japan 231-0021
Tel. 045-663-2424 Fax. 045-663-2453

Hours 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
(Admission until 4:30 p.m.)

Closed Mondays (except Holidays) and year-end/New Year's
recess (28 December 2022 to 3 January 2023) .

Admission ¥200 for adults
¥100 for primary and Junior high school students,
and city residents 65 years old and above
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Wool Floor Covering with Overall Chain Stitch
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Iraq 20th century CE
L.280 cm XW. 178 cm
Owned by the YMEAC, Egami Namio Collection
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Ochsenschlager, Edward L. /raq’s Marsh Arabs in the
Garden of Eden. University of Pennsylvania Museum of
Archaeology and Anthropology, 2004

These two floor coverings have a colorful
and original design. They were made by the
people called the Marsh Arabs, who lived in the
marshland of southern Irag, known as the cradle

of the Mesopotamian Civilization. Once, the vast
marshlands spread from the junction between the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers. In that area, there were
many tall reeds and many kinds of aquatic animals.
The Marsh Arabs had a traditional way of life, for
example building houses made of reed, keeping
water buffalo and hunting fish.

In the picture, you can see two cloths joined
together. The dark red base textile is made of wool.
The surface design is created by overall chain stich.
The embroidery thread is also made of wool. The
design of one cloth is divided into three parts.
On the left and right sides, there are geometric pat-
terns, and in the central part, various shapes of ani-
mals such as camels, birds, and flowers are hidden
in the geometric patterns. Such motifs apparently
seemed to show the marsh, animals, and plants
which the Marsh Arabs could see in the landscape.
It is said that these were not only used as floor
coverings but also as blankets, mural decorations,
and bride’s outfits.

Since the 1970’s, almost all the marshlands have
been destroyed by dam construction, damage from
wars, and climate change. It was difficult for the
Marsh Arabs to live there, and they were forced to
seek refuge in the cites. Since the end of the Iraq
War in 2003, the marshlands have been gradually
recovering. In 2016, the marshlands were registered
as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. However, their
original environment has still been lost.

This floor covering shows one aspect of the tradi-
tional culture of the Marsh Arabs.
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Iraq 20th century CE
L. 244 cm XW. 168 cm
Owned by the YMEAC, Egami Namio Collection
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Rediscovery of Ivory Female Figurine
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This specimen is a figurine made of sperm whale
tooth, which was introduced by A. Salmony in
1950. This figurine has attracted the attention
of Japanese archaeologists because of its
resemblance to the ivory figurines of the Okhotsk
Culture. The author, who has been looking for this
figurine for years, finally found this specimen on
the online database of Bryn Mawr College in Penn-
sylvania, USA.

The specimen was donated by Richard C.
Bull and Josephine Rothermell Bull, renowned
collectors of Chinese art, in 1986. According to
the material card, the figurine measures 9.3cm in
height, which corresponds to the size reported
by Salmony, 3 5/8 inches. The piece is almost com-
plete, but the surface is partially peeled off. While
the overall color is amber, the front side of torso is
reddish. The body is leaning forward to the right,
probably reflecting the shape of the raw material, a
sperm whale tooth.

The rhomboid-shaped head looks as if it is wear-
ing a hood. The eyes, the nose and the mouth are
expressed on the face; the almond-shaped eyes

are incised, the nose is raised, and the mouth is
deeply incised. The hands are put together in front
of the waist, the circular dent there making it seem
as ifitis holding a bowl. The bulge of the chest is
slight. The back sides of the head and the body
are plain, lacking any expression of hairstyle or
clothing, which are often seen in the ivory figurines
of the Okhotsk Culture.

Since some of the stone sculptures of Eurasia
(Kamennaya Baba) are holding bowls, this small
figurine, estimated to be from Mongolia, has
attracted the attention of Japanese archaeologists
because of its possible relation to the origin of the
ivory figurines of the Okhotsk Culture. The author,
on the other hand, considers that this specimen
belongs to the Okhotsk Culture itself, but it is true
that there are no other figurines holding a bowl
in this culture. The author would like to further
examine and study this figurine after actually
seeing the material, but there is no doubt that this
“rediscovery” may have a great significance on the
study of the ivory figurines of the Okhotsk Culture.

BEXBR

Salmony, A. 1950  Notes on a “Kamennaya Baba". Artibus Asiae.13:4-16

Bull,R.C. 1965 The metamorphosis of one collector. Expedition.7(3):39-47

BiE ' 2021 TAR—VISULDFRBAGIMERI -5 7 LB E)9:14-38
TriArte: Art & Artifacts Database  https://triarte.orynmawr.edu/objects-1/info/156465

E&124 - Blyn Mawr College
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SHU Keikin, President of Douhatsu Co. Ltd., Chairman of the Canton Kaikan Club in Yokohama
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Mr. Shu, at the front of the
Douhatsu.

Photo by Yokoyama kazue
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Douhatsu in the Chinatown from

the 1900’s to the 1920's

REHABEY ZE L1900 FERHL 5
1920 FRDEE, FRADEFIC [FE
SR DBERDED > TS, HRAIFIRE
DAFEFREEF C,

Yokohama is an international city that has been
constructed by various ethnic people since its port
was opened to the world in the mid-19th century. In
this column, we introduce attractive people living in
Yokohama who have roots in various regions as the
symbol of the diversity of this city.

Douhatsu is a famous Cantonese restaurant in
Yokohama Chinatown. The Shu family, whose original
Chinese name is Zhou, has its root in the Canton of
China. They have over a hundred years of history in
Yokohama. Mr. Shu Keikin was born in Yokohama,
1965 as a son of Shu Fuki and Shu Hiromi, a Kobe born
Chinese. Mr. Shu learned at the Saint Joseph
International School in Yokohama and enjoyed his
school life with his Chinese, Indian, Japanese,
American, and European friends. He thinks interna-
tional or ethnic education is especially important for
the international city of Yokohama to maintain its cul-
tural diversity.

As for the business, Mr. Shu thinks that tradition and
challenge are both important. While the restaurant
management is very severe these days under the in-
fluence of the Covid-19, he challenges new business
models with the motto of “Our restaurant, customers
and employee, develop together” which is put for the
name of the restaurant, Douhatsu.
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