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Ancient Yamato:

A Glorious Narrative of Japan
and Asian Civilizations
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Tuesday 21 April to Sunday 5 July 2020
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Thematic Exhibition Gallery
Admission : ¥500 for adults,
¥200 for primary and

junior high school students
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Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures

12 Nihon Odori, Naka-ku, Yokohama, Japan 231-0021
Tel. 045-663-2424 Fax. 045-663-2453

T231-0021 tEEGRHFRAARKET2
Tel. 045-663-2424 Fax. 045-663-2453

9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

(Admission until 4:30 p.m.)

Open until 7:00 p.m.: 30 May, 6 June, 8 August, and
21 September 2020.

(Admission until 6:30 p.m.)

Mondays (except Holidays), Year-end/New Year’s
recess (28 December to 3 January), 19 April and
7 May 2020.

¥200 for adults
¥100 for primary and junior high school students
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Zero min. walk from Nihon Odori Sta.
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on the Minato Mirai Line.
10 min. walk from Kannai Sta.
on the JR Line or Municipal Subway.

http://www.eurasia.city.yokohama.jp/
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Dogu from West and East

FrIU—h—2
Gallery Talk
HRBTUELEOKRN BERT

<BEARTHES!
L ZREFEXRMNZ

Small Exhibition “Yokohama and Yamato”,
Related to the Special Exhibition “Ancient Yamato”
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The YMEAC Collection: From the Permanent Exhibition

HSARE MR

Glass Perfume Bottle
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Koma Yoshiyuki Exhibition
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The YMEAC Collection: Recent Additions
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The nearly complete clay figurine on the
front page is a masterpiece of the special
exhibition “Ancient Yamato.” This dogu, or
clay figurine of Jomon period, was excavated
from Kannonjihonma, Nara Prefecture. This
dogu belong to almost the same age as the
famous shakouki-dogu, found at Kamegaoka,
Aomori Prefecture in north-eastern Japan.
The name shakouki comes from their big eyes,
which resemble the snow goggles used by the
northern peoples. A piece of dogu found at
Tsuboi-Daifuku, not far from Kannonjihonma,
has a similar expression of eyes. These dogu
figurines were made at the middle Final Jomon
period, immediately before the arrival of rice
farming to Japanese Archipelago.
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Small Exhibition “Yokohama and Yamato”, Related to the Special Exhibition “Ancient Yamato”
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Yamato, or Nara Prefecture today, had been a
political and cultural center of ancient Japan. At
the special exhibition “Ancient Yamato”, we will
exhibit the masterpieces from Yamato Province,
Nara Prefecture today, excavated by the Archaeo-
logical Institute of Kashihara. At the same time, we
are holding a small exhibition “Yokohama and
Yamato.” Here, we will introduce some archaeo-
logical materials excavated from these two areas,
which looks like each other, but from different
reasons.

The Late Jomon deep jar from Shomyoji
Shell-mound in Yokohama (@) is decorated with
teardrop shape motifs, which are common to the
jar from Hirose in Nara (). Based on the fabric
analysis, it is assumed that people who came from
western Japan to Yokohama made this type of
pottery with local clay. The so-called “Continental”
polished stone tools of Yayoi period (@) are
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thought to derive from the Korean Peninsula to
western Japan. While the polished axes are also
found from eastern Japan, including Yokohama,
the stone reaping knife is lacking in this region. A
cuirass made of triangular iron pieces riveted
together (®) , which was found from a kofun, or a
burial mound, in Nara, is exhibited in this special
exhibition. A cuirass of the same type was
excavated from a kofun in northern Yokohama
(®). Cuirasses of this type were produced in the
Kinki region using the most advanced technology
of that time, and were widely distributed to the
local leaders.
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Glass Perfume Bottle
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This bottle has an interesting shape and
is beautifully decorated. It was made
by core-forming, one of the earliest
glass-making techniques. The color of
the body appears opaque blue because a
transparent glass thread has been wound
thickly around the core. The surface

S5

zigzag pattern was created by scratching
the surface with a sharp-pointed objectin
an upward and downward direction. This
is similar to the method of making latte
art. One side of the surface has turned
white due to weathering.

Such core-formed vessels were widely
produced and used in the Mediterranean
region from the 6th to the 1st century
B.C.E. This type of vessel derived its shape
from the Greek alabastron, a ceramic
container. The early core-formed container
was small, but it gradually increased in
size. This bottle is of the same height as a
500ml plastic bottle. It was probably used
as a container for scented oil.
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Qipao Chinese men’s wear

Owned by Shu Hiromi
Yokohama, 1960s to 1970s
Donated by Shu Keikin

Owned by Wei Guangyan
China, 1930s to 1940s
Deposited by Wei Defu
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Ancient Yamato: A Glorious Narrative of Japan and Asian Civilizations
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Tuesday 21 April to Sunday 5 July 2020
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Admission ¥500 for adults,
¥200 for primary and junior high school students
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