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Exploring 50 years of Livelihood and Landscape Change
in Wadi Fatima, Saudi Arabia: Ethnographic Collections
of Motoko Katakura, a Japanese Female Cultural Anthropologist

Saturday 5 October to Sunday 22 December 2019
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Thematic Exhibition Gallery

Admission : ¥300 for adults,

¥150 for primary and junior high school students
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Yokohama Museum of EurAsian Cultures
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Tel. 045-663-2424 Fax. 045-663-2453

12 Nihon Odori, Naka-ku, Yokohama, Japan 231-0021
Tel. 045-663-2424 Fax. 045-663-2453
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Hours 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
(Admission until 4:30 p.m.)
Open until 7:00 p.m.: 25 October, and 3 November 2019.
(Admission until 6:30 p.m.)

Closed Mondays (except Holidays), Year-end/New Year’s
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recess (28 December to 3 January), 3, and 4

BARELET, October 2019.
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¥100 for primary and junior high school students
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Zero min. walk from Nihon Odori Sta.
on the Minato Mirai Line.

10 min. walk from Kannai Sta.

on the JR Line or Municipal Subway.
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This lovely vessel with flower decorations
is one of the materials which are displayed
in our special exhibition, “Exploring 50 years
of Livelihood and Landscape Change in Wadi
Fatima, Saudi Arabia” this fall. It was probably
presented to anthropologist, Dr. Motoko
Katakura by the Saudi Arabian artist, Ms.
Safeya Binzagr.

The vessel is a special container for kohl,
which means powder used to darken the
eyelids or eyebrows. There is one set with
one body and one stick. This cosmetic
method spread through the Islamic world,
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Owned by the National Museum of Ethnology
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but the origin goes back to ancient Mesopo-
tamia and Egypt. The purpose is not to show
your eyes beautifully but prevent strong
sunlight and sand dust from the eyes.

The upper part of the stick is decorated
with the “Tree of Life.” In the center are some
Urdu letters. On the facing side (Fig. 1) is
the male Muslim name “Najm al-din.” On the
reverse side (Fig. 2) is Delhi, the city name of
India. It is possible that it was made in South
Asia.

Kohl vessels were mainly made of glass
from ancient times to the Middle Ages. By
the 19th century, the glass kohl vessels have
been replaced by metal vessels. In Saudi
Arabia, some women don’t use kohl but
convenient eyeliner instead. As time goes by,
while utensils change from traditional types
to new simple types, the traditional cosmetic
custom of kohl continues from ancient times
to now.
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Exploring 50 Years of Women's Livelihood in an Oasis in the Arabian Peninsula:
Ethnographic Collections of Motoko Katakura,a Japanese Female Cultural Anthropologist

BEEE FRAXEHE - RERE(EE) NAWATA Hiroshi (Professor, Akita University; Exhibition supervisor)
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Taken by Motoko Katakura in 1968-1970 at Daf Zayni

village, Wadi Fatima, Saudi Arabia; KM_2397
©National Museum of Ethnology
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A photo of women’s livelihood
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Women’s headscarf

A exhibition, which examines the livelihood and
landscape changes experienced by people living
in an oasis in the Arabian Peninsula, will be held in
Yokohama this fall.

Wadi Fatima is an attractive oasis in western
Saudi Arabia blessed with water and green
vegetation. In the late 1960s, a period of rapid
social change, the Japanese female cultural
anthropologist  (Professor Emeritus, National
Museum of Ethnology), Motoko Katakura
(1937-2013), conducted intensive field surveys over
a period of more than two years, an endeavor that
seemed impossible at the time. Through her
encounters with “veiled” women, she realized that
the women were uncomfortable with “being
seen” but enjoyed “seeing” on their own initiative.

The exhibition traces 50 years of change,
particularly in women'’s livelihoods, focusing on
unique material cultures, based on Katakura’s
valuable ethnographic collections of photos, maps
and other materials, as well as the results from our
follow-up studies half a century later. The exhibits
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offer an insight into the environmental and social
changes affecting the daily life of women in Saudi
Arabia.

The first section of the exhibition introduces the
geographical characteristics of the Wadi Fatima
area and summarizes the ethnographic works of
Motoko Katakura, while the second section
illustrates the changes in the landscape and
physical characteristics of the inner/outer and
private/public living environments of both local
men and women. The third section displays the
colorful costumes of women made from recycled
materials, and traces the revival of costumes
among women, changes in their jewelry and the
continuing use of cosmetics. The fourth section
highlights local knowledge on subsistence, daily
life, and education, focusing on fetching water,
making coffee, weaving mats, and offering
hospitality. The final section sheds light on the
personal life histories of three women and new
relationship-building for the future.
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The YMEAC Collection
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Old Suitcase from the Zhang Family
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Fig. 1 Suitcase, From 1920s to 1940s,
Shanghai, China.

L.39.0cm, W.59.5cm, H. 17.7 cm
Donated by Mr. Zhang Shizhen
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Look at this heavily used suitcase,
recently added to the YMEAC collection,
and imagine how many times it travelled
between Yokohama and Shanghai.
The owner of this suitcase was Zhang
Fangguang (1906-1995), a Yokohama
born oversea Chinese, originally from
Ningbo, south China. The Zhang family
was famous for their tailoring of
western clothes in China and Japan. In
Yokohama, they ran a tailor shop, Tom
Sung Tailor, for more than a century, from
approximately 1905 to 2016.

The label attached inside tells us that
this suitcase was made by Man Sheng Tai,
a bag maker in the Shanghai International
Settlement. The wooden body is covered
with cowhide on the surface, and with
floral design cotton fabric inside.

The sticker attached on the surface
is worth noting. This is a torn baggage
label. We can read “N.Y.K.” on the upper
left, “SRAE", “3", “7", and “MARU” on the
bottom; “N.Y.K.” stands for Nippon Yusen
Kaisha, the shipping company, “3” means

K3 RFHE - REFEELETE
1929118 SRHEEFTE
Fig. 3 Wedding Photo of Mr. Zhang Fangguang
and Ms. Chen Zhuohua, Yokohama 1929.
Courtesy of Zhang Yaling
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the 3rd class, or the steerage passenger,
and “iRARE" is the owner’s name. The
name of destination, “t#&i&kYokohama” or
“E¥EShanghai” might have been written
in front of the letter “77, but is not
remaining.

Zhang Fangguang often went to
Shanghai on business and brought this
suitcase with him. This old suitcase
reminds us of the historical footsteps
of the Chinese tailors who succeeded
in Ningbo, Shanghai and Yokohama.
We would like to express our sincere
gratitude to Mr. Zhang Shizhen for the
donation.
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String Buttons used by Fuchang,

Maker of Chinese Clothing Manufacturer in Yokohama Chinatown
China and Hong Kong, 1980s to 2000s

Donated by MURAKAMI Hidenori
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Chinese Woman'’s Jacket and Skirt owned by Lin Chunsong
Japan. 1920s to 1930s

Donated by Chen Aisong and Lin Wenying

Ancient Yamato: A Glorious Narrative of Japan and Asia Civilizations
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Masterpieces from Yamato is coming to Yokohama
next spring!

Many archaeological sites, such as ruins of capital
cities and burial mounds, have been excavated in the
Yamato province (Nara prefecture today), which
flourished as a political and cultural center of ancient
Japan. The Archaeological Institute of Kashihara has
conducted excavations in Nara prefecture for more
than eighty years. The collection of the museum of the
Archaeological Institute of Kashihara, which is now
closed for renovation, will appear on the special
exhibition held at the Yokohama Museum of EurAsian
Cultures.

Throughout its history, Japan has been inspired and
affected by cultures of the Eurasian continent. This
exhibition consists of artifacts from Jomon period to
middle age excavated from Yamato region, which are
related to state formation process and contact with
the continent.

We hope that this exhibition will help you to look
back the history of Japan and think about its
international relationships, at the year of Tokyo
Olympic Games.

(TAKAHASHI Ken)
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Exploring 50 years of Livelihood and Landscape Change in Wadi Fatima, Saudi Arabia:
Ethnographic Collections of Motoko Katakura, a Japanese Female Cultural Anthropologist
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